
Kilian Nathan (1921-2004) compiled this undated 
and unfinished work on the postmarks of Nicaragua 
at the height of his collecting career, mostly between 
1992 and 2004. Nathan's wife May died in early 
1992, and the work is dedicated to her memory. 
The dedication helps estimate approximately when 
Nathan began the compilation.

The work is housed in two Kolma binders con-
taining bound plastic sleeves that hold black-and-
white photocopied pages back to back with an inter-
leaving blank sheet. In addition, Nathan assembled 
other loose photocopies of pages in his collection for 
eventual inclusion in the unfinished work.

The work is believed to have been given by 
Nathan to Michael Birks, who eventually gave it to 
Bill Byerley. Byerley sent it to the editor in late fall 
2018 for inclusion in the archives of the Nicaragua 
Study Group, and in December 2018 the editor 
scanned the pages in the binder and organized and 
scanned the most of the loose pages.

As listed on its Contents pages, the work is 
incomplete. Nathan included pages that match only 
his section Nos. I, II, 1, 2, 3a through 3f, and 4, but 
he never completed gathering pages to illustrate the 
postmarks of his Period IV, section 3f (the period of 
the target duplex postmarks and the star duplex post-
marks, mid 1895 through mid 1898). Nathan also did 
not complete section Nos. 3h and 6 through 11, as 
listed on his Contents page.

The postmark periods defined by Nathan are 
those described by Eduard Heinze in Die Poststempel 
auf den alten Ausgaben Nicaraguas (1862-1905), 
published in Vienna in 1935. The January 2008 issue 
of Nicarao includes a translation of the original 
German article into English, titled The Postmarks on 
the Old Issues of Nicaragua (1862-1905).

In his narrative on the pages that follow, Nathan 
used text taken directly from the English translation 

published in Nicarao, but he did not quote the text or 
directly name its source. 

The editor organized and arranged the pages that 
follow into sections by period as defined by Heinze:

Period I	 prestamp, first issues, and UPU issue
Period II	 mid 1886 through mid 1888
Period III	 mid 1888 through mid 1895
Period IV	 mid 1895 through mid 1898
Period V	 early 1897 through late 1898
Period VI	 mid 1898 through circa 1905

The periods overlap somewhat because old post-
marking devices often continued in use concurrent 
with the introduction of new postmarking devices.

Nathan went beyond 1905 and included some 
postmarks used after 1905 through circa 1920.

Nathan misnumbered his pages for Period VI, 
and the editor changed them from incorrect "V" to 
correct "VI." Period V comprises the approximate 20 
months during 1897-1898 when the "REPUBLICA 
MAJOR DE CENTRO AMERICA / CORREOS / Estado 
de Nicaragua" oval postmarks were being used.

The Nathan pages are European A4 size. The edi-
tor reformatted the scans to 8½ inches by 11 inches. 
In some cases, this required using Adobe Photoshop 
to move some page elements closer together to fit the 
11-inch height.

In his Foreword, Nathan made clear that he 
intended this work for publication. English was not 
Nathan's native language, and the work includes 
some grammatical errors and errors of vocabulary.  

The work also includes some philatelic errors. 
Much of the content has been superseded by later 
study and scholarship, nearly all of which appears in 
the pages of Nicarao and a few other publications. 
None of the covers pictured are necessarily the ear-
liest documented or the latest documented for the 
respective types of markings.

Michael Schreiber

THE POSTMARKS OF NICARAGUA
from the prestamp era through circa 1920

compiled by Kilian E. Nathan and based on his collections
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