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March 16, 2000

Dear Mainshes! Subscriber:

| have just discovered a major problem with the arlicle enfitled
"Micaragua: The 1932 'Leon-Sauce Railway' Alrmalls® that appeared in
the February 2000 issue The Mainsheet.

Somehow, and at this stage | don't know how, | have described tha
arginal printings of these stamps as reprints and vice-versa, My group
of originals and reprinis of these stamps were, In my opinion, cormectly
clagsified (and still are} but when | back lo check on a particular stamp
for somaebody | made the sad discovery that, somehow, a8 major mix-up
poceurred leading to the aforementioned error.

A cormected version of the article iz enclozed with this letter, marked as
a revised edition, and | would ask that you replace the relevant pages in
vour copy of The Mainshes!

Apologies lor this unfortunate errgr for which the blame falls fairly and
squarely on the shoulders of the editor !

Bast regards L e —

Brian Moorhouse T =



The following pages show the corrected article. The original
issue 1s left intact.
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Editorial

The December Spanish Main Cup competition was won by Hamish Reid for his one-frame exhibit
nf Chile ABN Co. Presidente Die Proogs and Specimen Stamps. Congratulations | This ks the third
time Harmish has won the cup and 1 understand he has decided not o compete in future: Probably
to give somebody else a chance | This year's competition will be held on aturday 2 December,

Onee agaln [ must make an appeal for articles for fubure issaes of The Maoinsieet 1 hawve a couple of
small 'filler’ articles on hand and one very detadled platitiy stady and that s about it | Flease try
amd put pen to paper and zend in something Interesting for fubure publication

Guillermo ]. Llosa in Miami is currently working on a study of railway cancellations used in Peru
from the 18600 to the 1960 and would like to appeal for anyone with examples of markings to
contact him with the details. Thesa can be partial strikes on boose stamps as well as usages on
cover. A good photocopy would be appreciated. He can be contacted by madl at 10500, 5.W. 112°
St., Miami, FL 33176, USA or by e-mail at "gjllnsai@anl com”. We hope to publish this study in The
Mainzhee! in due coursa |

The Stamp Show 2000 is fast approaching and will be held at the Earls Court Exhibition Centre in
London from 229 to 26" May. We will be present for the duration of the show and can be found
on Stand M12 where we may be able to entice you with a little something for your collection | Do
plan o visit this show if you can. The London Internatinnals ahways have a wonderful array of
eochibits and | am sune that Latin Amerca will be very well represented.

Prior to the London show we will be at Westpes in San Francisco from 28% to 30™ April and can be
found at oaer wsual spot on stand 119 in the International Room.

The next auction will be held on Sunday 14™ May at the usual venue of the Great Northern Hoted
in Peterborough. Flease note this 8 a SUNDAY auction. We are already well on the way with
describing lots and the catalogue should be distributed around the middle of April. The catalogue
will also be available on our web-gite at “brian. moorhouse.com”. The following avction will be
held on Sunday 19" Movernber at the same venue,

Finally, later in the year we have a stand booked at the ‘Espafia 20007 International Exhibition in
Madrid from 6* to 14™ October. This also should be a good show from the Latin American aspect !

Thie Masheef 1 Febrmary




Micaragua: The 1932 "Leon-Sauce Kailway' Airmails [Revised March 2000)

Brian Moorhouse

Some of the most confusing stamps around are the 1932 "Opening of Rivas Railway® and 1932
*Opening of Leon-5auce Railway® issues of Nicaragua. 1 am often being asked how to tell the
original printings from the reprints and | have kong been determined to sort out a foolproof
mvelhecsd of differentiating the printings.

The original stamps were lithographed by Angel Maria Perer of Talleros Graficos in Managua in
sheetlets of four (2 x 2), perforated 12 and were sswed without gum. The first set of ten values
(Rivas Railway) consisting of five for regular postage and five for airmail postage was kssued on
17" December and the second set (Leon-Sauce Railway), also of ten values with five regular and
five airmail, was issued on 30 Decernber,

The Gibbons catalogues states that the originals of both sets were printed on soft pomus paper
and that frasdulent reprints exist on thin hard paper.

Soodt also state that origlnals of both sets were printed on soft porous paper and reprints exist on
thin hard paper. Scott also states that the reprints do not have the faint horizontal ribbing that is
on the front or back of the orginals.

The 1980 Minkus catalogue of Latin America also concurs with the saft porous paper and slates
that reprings exist and ociginals can only be told by experts.

Thie Maxwell handbook states the roprints wene privately printed from the original plates on a
thinmer hard paper without the faint horizontal ribbing of the softer, thicker paper of the originals.
[t aleo states that 1000 sets of both the sgries were authorised and that they were valid for postage
on the day of issue only

That about covers the varous English language catalogues.

Mow, 1 have chosen to do a comparison of originals and reprints using the five airmail values of
the "Leon-Sauce Railway' set. Why have I chosen these particular values ¥ Very simple, thay are
the only values where | have enough material to hand to be able to do a reasonably
comprehensive job !

[ first boobed at paper thickness and | found that the group [ had classified as "solt porows paper”
originals all measured between 70 and 120 microns (007 and .12 mm) and that my “thin hard
paper” reprints measured betwesn 70 microns (the thinnest) and 80 microns (the thickest). These
variations and overlaps put paid to using paper thickness as a determining measure. Looking for
the faint ribbing was also a non-starter for me and | generally found that leoking at the paper
types and trying to distinguish solely on this alone was geing to be far from conclusive.

The colours of the stamps likewise were also a problem. There were shades of both originals and
reprints and though the reprints did, on the whole, seem generally duller in colour, there were a
Lot of Eaicly exact matches @0 trying bo use the colour of the stamp was not going 1o be the way to
go. Also the exact meaning of celour names can differ quite significantly from person to person
andd If vou just have one set of stamps in front of you, 1o whal bo do you compare it 7

“This left looking at the stamp designs themselves and it was here that we finally started to mahke
some sense of the differences between the originals and the reprints. It is apparent that the
ariginal day of the month, inscribed with the rest of the date across the middle of the stamp, had
been deleted prior 1 going inte final production and crudely replaced with "30°' by hand. The four

The Mainslecer 2 Februany 2000
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stamps in each sheetlel have distingtly different atyles of ‘30", Additionally there are wother
ddistingsishing features for each of twe four positions. See below

Allligh the reprint sheets were made from the same four cliches as the originals i was apparent
that they had been amended in some way and, most importantly, in the process the respective
positions of the cliches on the reprint sheets were, in all Bul two cases. allered, Also the described
flaws on the four positions of the original plates are unbque to the original sheets and are not
repeated or. the relevant pasitions on the reprint sheets. In fact the four cliches on the reprint
shepts alzo show flaws that are unigue o the reprinls, We can therefore tell from plating the
starnps whether they are originals or reprints, Obviously when they are still in complete sheetlets
of four this is a relatively easy job but the descriptions of the individual cliches below should
enable most single stamps from the airmail series of the "Leon-Sauce Rallway” issues to be
correctly entegorised without too much difficulty !

The description of the four positions on both the original and the reprint sheetlets follow:

The 157 airmail valme:

Orrigimal Sheet:

Pos.1 white mark on Fight hand frame lime next to "UPLD insceplson

Pos2 accert of the 'E' of TVE in 'DE NICARALUA'

Pos.3 small indentation on top frame line Sem from left corner with possible small mark
just above it and small dash in upper beft comer of lower left value tablet

Pos.d small indentation of left frame line opposite '15' and small mark just outside the

frame line. Also smaller mark also owtside left frame line adjacent to the bottom
part af the shield in the opper left comer

Thssirations 300% stual sioe

Reprint Shect

Fre 1 {Pos.3 on the original sheet) dash on the bottom of the right foot of the 'R’ or
"AERED

M2 {Pos.d on the original sheet) white spot on the upper right side of the 1" of "15 in the
lorever befl value tablet

Pos.3 {Pos.1 on the original shiet) mark like a comma after TEL' in Inscription tablet at
the top of the stamp

=4 {Pos.2 on the original sheet) semi-circular mark at upper left of the 'L’ of "15° in the

loweer ledt value tablst
The Mainshref 4 Fetrruary 2000
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The 20c airmail value:

COriginal Sheet:

Ios.l indentation in top frame line &-7mm from upper dght cormer

Pas.2 small marks oulside culer frame lines alongside the fgure 20 in both lower left
hardd and rFght hand cormers

Mos.3 srnall mark above outer frame line above first 'T of INAUGLURATION'. Also two
small marks sutside right frame line between 200 and 'CENTAVOS

Pos.4 small mark under lower frame line below left corner of lower right value tablet.
Also small mark outside right frame line adjacent to lower part of shield in upper
IiE!“ COTTIET

- 20}

P
Reprint Sheet:
Pos.1 {also Pos.1 on the original sheet) dot at right hand end of date tablet
Pos2 {Pos.4 on the orlginal sheet) small asccent mark over OF or 'CORRECY
Pos.3 {Pos.2 on the original sheet) white flaw affecting frame line over first 'U' of UPU
Pos.4 {Pos.3 on the original sheet) small dot on inner frame line immediately above upper

left corner of second 'R’ of '"CORRECY
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Pea.1 (K Fos.Z (K}

COR

|
i 3¢ DED I"‘: m& DRRE

S DE NIC
Pos 3 (K] Pead (R
110

The Madrshaet 5 Fetwruary 2000




The 25¢ almmail value:

Chriginal Sheet:

Fios.1 white spot under A" of 'CENTAVOS in lower left value tablst

Poa.2 small dot to upper right of triangle above lower left value @blet

Pos.3 mark under lower frame line at right comer of lower left value tablet. Not visible on
all copies

Posd mark under lower frame line below the V" of 'CENTAVOS' in the lower leil value

tablet. Mot visible on all copies

Beprinl Sheet:

Prs.1 {Pos.3 an the original sheet) white line affecting VOS5’ of 'CENTANVOS' In the lower
left value tablet. Smaller white mark affecting bottoen of 5’ of 2 in lower right
value tablet

Pos? {Poa.4 on the original sheet) lots of small flecks and dots at the bottom the lower left
value tablet. Addidonally some copies (bus nat visible on all coples) show a dots in
the sky Smm from right frame line

Pos3 (P2 on the oeginal sheet) dot after the final A" of 'MICARAGUA'

Pos4 {Pos.1 on the original sheet) indentation in lower frame line under 'DE of "DE
MICARAGLUA

JoDE D
Foud (f) St
T
=Ty ml
CSemer sy [C3gpes
LAY "DE N
Pl (] . FPes 4 (B} "“
The 50¢ airmail value:
Original Sheet:
Pos.1 marks above upper feame line just to the ket of TN’ of 'INAUGURACION' and
above 'L of ‘SALCE'

Pos2 small mark just abeve upper frame line domun from lefl cormer

The Muinahect 6 Februsary 2000



Mas.] curved mark cutside left frame line apposite 50" inscription plus marks ander
lower frame line ab right of lower left and at left of lower right value tablets

Fos.d small 'hook’ marking cutside bt Fraome Line F-8imm from Lop comer and small dash
under lower frame line babowe 'OF of ‘'AERED’

il - INALBUS ¥
LEON-SAVCE -
Fos.: Fos:2
. Pon.® Peat
Reprint Sheel:
Pos.1 {Pos.3 an the original sheet) dot above 'S 'in the lower right value tablet and small
bump on frame line above this dot
Mos2 {Fos.1 on the criginal sheet) scratch on background of picture below "Vista
Panoramica' inscription
Fus.3 (Pus.4 on the orginal sheel) twe dots below D of 'DE NICARAGUA' and dot
below 'E' of '"CENTAVOS in lower right value tablet, Mot visible on all copics
Pos.d {Pos.2 on the original sheet) several scratches on background of plcturne mastly (o

lowrer right of Vista Pancramica’ inscrption

a1 [K)

Paa 3R]

The 1 cor, alrmail valoe:

Original Sheet:

Pirs. 1 while spot like a small ‘sun’ in the sky immediately to the right of the "San Andres’
inscription

Pos2 small white Blobs above and below the alrplane in the upper right cormer

Pos.3 dot above 'A' of CORDOBA' in lewer left cormer

Pos.4 small white scratch across right frame line of central picture vignette just below

level of “San Andres’ insaption

The Mainsheet 7 Ftarnary 2000



Poa.1

Pos.4
Reprint Sheet:
Fos.1 {Pos.2 an the original sheet) dot like a period after T0 of 100" in Jeft value tablet
Pos.2 {Pos.3 on the original sheet) couple of small dots under ‘0" of 'CORDOBA' in lower
right value tablet, Mot visible onall copaes
Foa.3 (Pos.1 on the original sheet) small bump on lower side of frame line above 17 in
lowrer right value tablet
Pos.4 {also Pos.4 on the original sheet) bwo dots like a colon after "LOD in lower right

viailue tablet and slmilar mark after TUPL inscription

EETTTA

Pomd (R]

1am prepared to try and do a similar job for the regular postage values of the same set and for all
ten values of the "Rivas Railway™ set but [ do need more material to work from fur this o be
conclusive. If any reader has, particularly, sheetlets of four (originals and/or reprints) then the
author would be pleased to have a chance to see them, A good laser colour photocopy would
prubably do the job. Single copies are also importanl, espedally marginal examples, and, again,
either the actual stamps or good laser colour copies would be appreciated

Fanally, If any reader would like to have digital laser print colour coples of this article together
with similar colour copies of the complete “Leon-Sauce Railway” airmail set of original and reprint
sheetlets of four then they are available from the kdiler at E12.00 (LIPS 5200 including postage. They
wiill be mailed fat and unfolded

The Marazheet ) February 2000
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