SCARABS

Weist lukter, vel de kommer

Occasional Issue Number 19

May, 2007

|
WITHIN THIS ISSUE

Latin America Scarab
Meeting.....ccooviviiinininnas 1

Collecting Small Scarabs at
the Blacklight .................. 10

Portable Generators for
Air Travel ....oeeevevenennne. 13

Curatorial Problems ...... 14
Word Bug Smashed........ 15

Scarabs Goes to the

MOVIES ..uveveerrereerrecreerrennes 16
In Past Years - I............... 17
BACK ISSUES
Available At These Sites:

Coleopterists Society
www.coleopsoc.org/
nwslttrs.shtml

University of Nebraska
www-museum.unl.edu/
research/entomology/
Scarabs-Newsletter.htm

EDITORS
Rich Cunningham
Scarab349@aol.com

Barney Streit
barneystreit@hotmail.
com

Bill Warner
wbwarnerl @cox.net

VII Reunidén Latinoamericana de

Scarabaeoidologia

By Brett C. Ratcliffe

Systematics Research Collections

W-436 Nebraska Hall, University of Nebraska

Lincoln, NE 68588-0514, USA
bratcliffel @unl.edu

The seventh meeting of Latin
American Scarabaeoidology was
held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
Bolivia, from 13-16 November
2006. About 70 people were

in attendance from Mexico,
Guatemala, Colombia, Peru, Brazil,
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Bolivia,
Canada, U.S.A., France, Belgium,
Germany, United Kingdom, and
South Africa. There were ten
posters exhibited, and 42 scientific
papers were presented. Caroli
Hamel and Sebastian Herzog did an
amazing job of organizing, hosting,
and caring for all of the minute
details that made for an extremely
successful meeting. Their efforts
were greatly appreciated by all.

Santa Cruz, a bustling small city, is
on the east side of the Andes about
17° south of the equator and 400
meters in elevation. The climate
was warm (pleasantly so from the
perspective of a North American
coming from a winter climate).
The excellent meeting facility

was the Hotel Casa Kolping, a
modest hotel with meeting rooms,
bar, and restaurant. A break for
refreshments was held on the
hotel’s inner courtyard at mid-
morning and mid-afternoon of
each meeting day, where a lot of
informal, convivial discussions
were held with colleagues.

The last day of the formal
presentations concluded with
informal discussions about various
topics but focusing mostly on the
dilemma of obtaining collecting
and export permits in many
countries. Lively exchanges took
place as one might imagine. Ideas
for the location of the next RELAS
were put forward (Panama, Peru,
Bolivia again, Guatemala again),

but a locale has not yet been
decided.

Thursday was the “field trip”
day. A farewell dinner at a buffet
restaurant in downtown Santa
Cruz ended the day, and there
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was much toasting, regaling of

field experiences, planning for
future collaborative ventures, and
genuine collegiality. These were very
successful meetings.

PRESENTACIONES

SIMPOSIO I ECOLOGIA Y BIOGEO-
GRAFIA

Introduccién a ScarabNet.
S. Spector.

Estudio comparativo de la fauna de coleoptera
Scarabaeoidea en la zona de transicién mexi-
cana.

M. A. Morén.

Los coleopteros Scarabeoidea de un mosaico de
habitats de la Sierra Minas, Uruguay.
P. Gonzalez Vainer y E. Morelli.

Los Scarabaeoidea de las sabanas orientales de
Colombia.

G. D. Amat Garcia, A. M. Cuevas Pulido y R.
Sarmiento.

Biodiversidad de los cole6pteros Melolonthidae
del estado de Puebla, Mexico.

A. Aragoén Garcia, A. M. Tapia-Rojas, M.A.
Morén Rios, B.C. Pérez-Torres y ].F. Lépez-
Olgu’n.

Coleoptera Scarabaeoidea del bosque meso-
filo de montafna y comunidades derivadas en
Veracruz, Mexico (Scarabaeidae, Trogidae,
Melolonthidae).

A. C. Deloya Lopez.

A biotic survey and inventory of the dynas-
tine scarab beetles of Central America, North
America and the Caribbean Region.

B. Ratcliffe y R. D. Cave.

Zoogeografia de Passalidae de Mexico.
P. Reyes Castillo.

Composicion y riqueza de escarabajos coproéfa-
gos (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae)
en un gradiente altitudinal de la selva hcemeda
tropical del Parque Nacional Natural Catatum-
bo-Bar (Norte de Santander, Colombia).

A. C. Esparza Leon.

Fauna de coprofagos del desierto Chihuaense
del oeste de Texas.
D. Edmonds.

Abundancia y diversidad de escarabajos
coproéfagos (Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae),

en bosque amazoénico de tierra firme, con
diferentes grados de intervencién antropogé-
nica del Territorio Indigena y Parque Nacional
Isiboro Sécure (Cochabamba-Bolivia).

V.Y. Herrera Yamaguchi.

Riqueza y diversidad de Scarabaeidae en el
noreste brasilefio: de la selva a la estepa.
M. I. Medina Hernandez.

Variations in the structure of an assemblage
of dung beetles (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae):
effects of anthropogenic disturbance in a
tropical dry forest.

J. A. Noriega, H. G. Garcia, N. J. Martinez y D.
A. Ospino.

Dung beetles (Scarabaeinae) in the upper
Guinean forests of Ghana.
K. Philips.

Biodiversity survey and inventory of the
southern South American scarabs.
E. Ocampo.

Escarabajos coprofagos (Scarabaeinae) en un
paisaje andino, cuenca media del rio Barbas
(Quindino, Colombia).

I. Quinteros, E. Jimenez y A. M. Garzé6n.

Diversidad de comunidades de escarabajos
coproéfagos en zonas con actividad ganadera
de los valles de Cochabamba-Bolivia.

R. Quinteros.

Status of knowledge of the Scarabaeinae
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae) from the state of
Pernambuco-Brazil.

F. A. Barbosa Silva, C. M. Queiroz da Costa,
A. Paulino de Arcanjo y R. de Cassia de
Moura.

Experimental studies of biodiversity and eco-
system functioning: dung beetles and logging
in Borneo.

E. M. Slade, D.J. Mann y O. T. Lewis.

SIMPOSIO II: TAXONOMIA Y
SISTEMATICA

Scarab biodiversity on-line.
M. L. Jameson.

A revision of the generic classification of the
tribe Macrodactylini using morphological
characters of adults.

K. Katovich.




Clave ilustrada de los géneros de Passalidae de
las Américas.
E. Cano y]J. Schuster.

Relaciones filogenéticas del género Hoplia
(Scarabaeidae: Hopliinae).
H. Carrillo Ruiz y M. A. Morén.

Ankyrotarsus un nuevo elemento en la prob-
lematica de los Pachydemini neotropicales.
E. Ruiz Manzanos.

Phylogenic analysis of the Euphorina (Scarabaei-
dae: Cetoniinae).
J. Orozco.

El papel del tronco en descomposicién en la
conformacion de la estructura familiar en Pas-
salidae (Coleoptera, Lamellicornia).

Ma. L. Castillo.

SIMPOSIO III : BIOLOGIA GENERAL Y
COMPORTAMIENTO

Estados inmaduros y biologia de las especies de
Melolonthidae de la sabana de Bogotd, Colom-
bia.

J. C. Neita Moreno y M. A. Morén.

Descripcion de la larva Phyllophaga (Phyta-
lus) rufotestacea (Moser, 1918) (Coleoptera:
Melolonthidae) en Chiapas, Mexico.

C. Ramirez Salinas, A.E. Castro Ramirez y C.
Pacheco Flores.

Biologia y reproduccién en varias especies del
género Cephalocyclus Dellacasa, Gordon & Del-
lacasa, 1998 (Scarabaeoidea, Aphodiinae).

I. Martinez Morales.

Eficiencia de la actividad de tres especies de

la macro-fauna de los escarabajos copréfagos
(Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae) en las tierras de
pastoreo de la reserva de la biosfera La Michilia,
Durango, Mexico.

S. Anduaga y L. Ma. del C. Huerta Crespo.

Fluctuacién poblacional y preferencia alimenti-
cia de Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae en los campos
de altitud en el valle del Jequintinhonha-MG,
Brasil.

S. L. de Assis Janior, F. L. Santos, ] .A. Pacheco,
J. L. Silva, A. P. Lemos y J.H.V. Brandao.

Escarabajos copréfagos (Scarabaeidae: Scara-
baeinae) en un drea natural protegida de la
provincia de Corrientes, Argentina.

M. P. Damborsky, E. Monteresino, C. Alvarez
Bohle, M. E. Bar.

Attactivity of different dung pad sources to
dung beetles (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae).
V. Gomes Tabet, C. A. H. Flechtmann.

Fluctuaciones estacionales e interanuales

en una poblaciéon de Phanaeus meleagris
Blanchard, 1843 en los Andes bolivianos.

C. Hamel, D. Aguirre, M. San Cristobal, S. K.
Herzogy D. J. Mann.

Evidencias de especiacion incipiente en un
escarabajo rodador necréfago.
M. E. Favila y M. Ortiz-Dominguez.

Influence of climatic factors on the flight time
of coprophagous beetles (Coleoptera: Scara-
baeidae).

W. Mezquita Filho, F. Oikaway C. A. H.
Flechtmann.

SIMPOSIO IV: TEMAS ABIERTOS

Marcaje y recaptura de escarabajos peloteros:
Resultados de un estudio piloto en el pie de
monte de los Andes bolivianos.

C. Hamel, D. Aguirre, M. San Cristobal, S. K.
Herzogy D. J. Mann.

Comparison of phylogeographic structure and
environmental niche of four species of dung
beetles of the genus Temnoplectron West-
wood from Australia’s wet tropics.

K. Bell.

The integration of ichnofossil and body fossil
records in Scarabaeinae (Coleoptera: Scara-
baeidae).

M. V. Sanchez, ].H. Laza, E. S. Bellosi y J. F.
Genise.

Aporte a la corologia de Trogidae (Coleop-
tera) en las provincias de Cérdoba y la Pampa,
Argentina.

E. M. Monteresino, B. Corro MolayR. S.
Gomez.

Comparative cytogenetic studies of the genus
Coprophanaeus (Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae).
S. Gomes de Oliveira.

Scarab defenses to entomopathogenic nema-
tode attack.
R. Gaugler.

Scarab beetles and their nematodes.
M. Herrmann.

Collecting Scarab Beetles: It’s not just for
taxonomists any more.
M. Klein.
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Essence of Ecuador- A search for an answer to
the Macrodactylus problem.

R. Williams, P. Gallegos, G. Onore, M. Klein, R.
Nimetz, O. Sanchez, M. Rueda, G. Lopez y O.
Ayala.

EXPOSICIONES TIPO PANEL

Ritmo de actividad de Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae
en el campo de altitud en el valle del Jequitin-
honha-MG, Brasil.

S. L. de Assis Junior, F.L. Santos, J.A. Pacheco,
F.J.M. de Paula.

La influencia de la estructura del habitat en

las comunidades de escarabajos (Coleoptera:
Scarabaeidae) en dreas con eucalipto en el vale
de Jequitinhonha-MG@G, Brasil.

S. L. de Assis Junior, F. L. Santos, J. A. Pacheco y
A.DP. Lemos.

Guia de escarabajos coprofagos de Bolivia
(Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae).

S. Ayzama, Y. Herrera Gamaguchi, M. Pacori-
cona Herrera.

Descripcion de especies de gusanos blancos
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae), presentes en la
regién centro-este de la provincia de San Luis,
Argentina.

S. L. Bonivardo, A. N. Martinez y E. Pollacchi.

Sebastian Herzog, co-organizer and co-
moderator.

Hacia una inventario de los escarabajos
peloteros (Coleoptera: Scarabaeinae) de
Bolivia: Primera compilacién de los géneros y
especies registradas para el pafs.

C. Hamel, D. Mann, F. Vaz-de-Mello y S. K.
Herzog.

Food preferences in an assemblage of dung
beetles (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae) in the
Colombian Amazon.

J. A. Noriega, L. F. Escobar y A. Morales.

Influence of irrigation on the abundance of
dung beetles (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae) in
pasture.

F. Oikawa, W. Mesquita Filhoy C. A. H.
Flechtmann.

Diversidad de escarabajos copréfagos en dos
tipos de habitat en Tarija-Bolivia.
M. Pacoricona, S. Ayzama y D. Corrales.

Diversidad de copréfagos (Scarabaeinae) del
Altamachi-Cotacajes (Prov. Quillacollo-Coch-
abamba).

M. Pacoricona, S. Ayzama.

Flight time of nocturnal Scarabaeoidea in a
pasture area in Selviria, Brazil.

F. Pinheiro Monteiro, W. Mesquita Filho, F.
Oikawa, y C. A. H. Flechtmann.

Escarabajos copréfagos (Coleoptera: Scara-
baeinae) en un gradiente altitudinal de la
vertiente noroccidental, Sierra Nevada de
Santa Marta, Colombia.

H. G. Garcia Q., D. A. Ospino M., N. ]. Mar-
tinez y L. A. Pulido Herrera.

Escarabajos copréfagos de Colombia: Nuevos
registros y estado de su conocimiento.
L. A. Pulido Herrera y C. Medina.

Riqueza de escarabajos copréfagos en una
zona turistica de Cochabamba-Bolivia.

R. Quinteros, M. D. C6rdoba, N. Franco, L.
Paz Soldén, D. Tacachiri, R.Céspedes y

G. Lazarte.

Estado de salud de la coleccién en seco de
Scarabaeidae (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae) del
Instituto Alexander von Humboldt (IAvH),
Colombia.

L. Quinteros.

Flight time of coprophagous Sarabaeidae in a
border of Atlantic forest fragment and pasture
in Brazil.

S. Yukimi Tananbe, V. Gomes Tabet, W. Mes-
quita Filho y C. A. H. Flechtmann.




RELAS meeting
room at Hotel
Kolping.

Comparing data.
From left: Eider
Ruiz-Manzanos,
Kerry Katovich,
Federico Ocampo.
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Miguel Morén
receiving the
award for the
Outstanding

Paper of the Year
published in the
Coleopterists
Bulletin from
Coleopterists
Society President
Mary Liz Jameson
and Secretary

Brett Ratcliffe.

Identifying
scarabs! From left:
Keith Philips,
Bruce Gill, and
Vania Alejandra
Conchari.
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Mary Liz
Jameson with
light trap at Flora
and Fauna lodge.

Studying
collections at
the Museo de

Historia Natural
Noel Kempft.
From left:
Brett Ratcliffe,
Matthias
Herrmann,
Tito Vidaurre
Sanchez.
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Discussions
during the break.
From left: Eider
Ruiz-Manzanos,
Hortensia Carrillo-
Ruiz, Imelda
Martinez-Morales,
Miguel Moron.

Mary Liz Jameson
and Eider Ruiz
Manzanos at
Eider’s birthday
celebration at Case
de Gamba.
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RELAS group
photo.

Jack Schuster
entertaining at the
farewell banquet.

Page 9




Page 10

Collecting Small Scarabs at the Blacklight
Dispatches from the Diplo Desk - Part 3

by Scott McCleve

2210 E. 13th Street
Douglas, AZ 85607
asmccleve@theriver.com

For decades I collected most beetles

with an aspirator of my own design
that allowed me to collect most
medium-sized and smaller beetles.
I was also able to suck up a lot of
beetle farts and other exhalations
and secretions and excreta and

dandruff and mysterious substances
no one even knows about yet. Some

of these are possibly conducive

to good health, and they certainly
assist one in achieving an active
immune system. But others are
noxious and those moth scales are

likely carcinogenic. On some nights

when I collected a whole lot of

Diplotaxis specimens (1,500 or so) I

noticed I was having some stomach
reflux (GERD) on a regular basis.
GERD is bad.

Some of the beetles sucked up into
an aspirator tend to arrive in the
collecting chamber in a foul mood
and start chopping off appendages
of other beetles. Certain
chrysomelids and longhorns really
play poorly with other beetles--
especially the subfamilies with the
flat-fronted-grasshopper-type-
head style. Some other smaller
families that are supposed to be
phytophagous or fungivorous

(like anthribids) are just beastly

to the other beetles. And those
Temnochila (trogossitids) are
savage!

Collecting about 157 beetles
from each side of a sheet on each
visit to each station gets to be
tiresome and exhausting, with
lots of bending over and inhaling
at the same time. I think this is a
recipe for reflux, especially when
aspirating beetles from the ground
sheet. It is hard on the knees too
when there are rocks under the
groundsheet.

Editors’ Note: Scott needs to ask Doctor
Arthur V. Evans, Ph.D., where he gets his
really cool knee pads!

It took a long time to be sure I
was getting every little diplo that
flew in--especially in Mexico
where I sometimes (pre-1994) got
up to nearly 20 species a night

- and some of the species were
invariably represented by one or
two or three specimens each. Lots
of time, lots of work, some reflux,
plus incipient sciatica and sore
knees.

What to do? Well, I have always
run a generator in my light outfit,
so I went to Sears and got the little
number pictured here in Figure

1. I took it home and sucked up a
bunch of bugs at the porch lights.
I then took the device into the
house and inadvertently released
most of the bugs into said house.
A lot of the captives get out as




soon as you stop the flow of air
into it; they just crawl out the way
they came in. My dear wife Annie
was not pleased.

Hmmmm. Now what? My friend
Carla McManus of Lee Station
Ranch, who is really good with
mechanical things, and who no
longer had any use for a bunch of
those pantyhose outfits, suggested
that I cut off and use the toe

end as a screen bag as you see in
Figure 2. It worked beautifully. I
have never had anything work so
perfectly on the first application.
Plus, the pantyhose fabrics that

I have tried are all impervious to
ethyl acetate, even after a year in
the freezer.

This model, the “2.2 amp Kenmore
HEAVY DUTY DYNOMITE”
model number 208.6013280 was
available years ago for about $25.
There ought to be other models
available now, or I could sell

you mine for about $100.00 plus
shipping. This baby twists in your
hand when you turn it on and
goes “Vroom! Vroom!”

You can collect as many beetles
as you want in mere seconds. A
couple minutes each side of the
sheet is usually adequate for me
to get every diplo on the sheet. A
caveat is necessary here. Seriously.
I did not start using this until I
was already a committed diplo
nut. I limit my depredations
pretty much to diplos and some
of the other scarabs. This device,
equipped with the pantyhose-
toe-screen-bag, is capable of
eliminating all the insects that
come to your lights.

However, it can also be pretty
selective. The suction stream is so
strong that you can focus it within
an inch or so of the specimens

you want, and leave other nearby
creatures alone to enjoy your lights,
socialize, mate with whomever they
find accommodating, consume
some of their fellows, whatever.

Are you wondering how many
specimens, especially the smaller
beetles, get torn apart within the
vortex of rushing air and all the
other beetles plus trash? That is
the most amazing thing. Even tiny
aphodiines sucked out of the very
air as they approach the station are
apparently almost never harmed.
Even smaller and more lightly
built beetles, like some of the tiny
hydrophilids, seem to retain their
elytra and all their appendages. This
was a wonderful revelation to me,
and helped me to see how insects
are over-engineered to withstand
even hurricane force winds. How
they manage to fold up their tiny
fragile metathoracic wings and
clamp down their elytra in such a
violent vortex is wonderful.

Apparently the rushing vortex
seems to prevent the chewing-
up-of-other-beetles activity. I
think they are concentrating

on hanging on for their own
survival rather than resorting to
agonistic activities. Equipping
each pantyhose bag with some
previously balled-up bits of paper
toweling before you turn on

the machine gives the inmates
something to clutch besides each
other. (Some preparation and
assembly are required.) But you
will want to get them into your
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previously-charged collecting jar as
soon as possible. The bag of beetles
will be a moiling mass, and the
belligerence begins when the power
is off.

Moths, unlike beetles, tend to get
a little rumpled, but they are quite
attractive with clear wings, totally
devoid of those noxious scales!
The beetles are not just silvered
with the scales, because I think the
scales exit the entire device, out
where you can still breathe them
in. Not using the little cloth filter
that comes with the machine likely
helps in venting the scales. For
obvious reasons, it is best to avoid
vacuuming up moths.

The entry aperature of my device

is just under an inch (maybe 23
mm) so it can collect most of the
dynastines here in Cochise County.
For a collecting jar I use a Mason-
type widemouth jar with a lid and
a band. As soon as you have an
appropriate quantity of specimens
in the machine, you shut it off and
quickly pop off the nosecone thingy,
grasp the neck of the pantyhose
bag, and pop the bag into your jar
with ethyl acetate saturated papers
in the bottom of the jar. Then,
attach another pantyhose bag, get
another jar, and visit your next
station.

Happy collecting! Be selective--do
NOT be a beetle pig! And catch me
some diplos!




Post 9-11 Flight Issues and Our Generators

By Rich Cunningham
3889 Walnut Avenue

Chino, CA U.S.A.
Scarab349@aol.com

As many of us know, taking a
generator with us on a flight to
that far off fantastic collecting
excursion down south has
become difficult or impossible.
There has even been a few of

us unfortunates who have just
stayed home with our spouses,
offspring, jobs and endless honey
do’s, foregoing that intense rush
of having a great scarab, that all
the boys would salivate for, hit
the sheets of your mercury vapor
set up in the middle of the cloud
forest.

As things are now, we are able

to bring a generator that is new
(unused), still in its unopened box
with our luggage. The problem

is of course you can’t ship it back
with you, and generators cost a
lot of money. The following may
help those of us depauperate type
souls. Dexin International Inc.,
located in Covina, CA has some
choices of generators that make it
almost possible to leave the now-
used generator in the country that
you are collecting in. Think of

the “good will” and maybe great
insects that a collaborator (now
your close personal friend) from
that country might be inclined to
bestow on you if you left him your
hard-fought power source.

The best buys from Dexin
(DuroPower) are:

1. DP 800W Portable Generator,
$149.99, 15”x12"x13’, 51 lbs. 2
Stroke Engine (oil-gas mixture),
rated at 61 dBA. It will run for 6
hrs. at full output, and 10 hrs. at
50% output. 1 year warranty.

2. DP 1250i Digital Inverter
Generator, $399.99, 18”x10”x18’, 31
Ibs., 1.8 hp (52cc) air-cooled OHV
4 Stroke Engine (regular gas), rated
at 58 dBA. It runs 4.5 hrs. at full
output and 6.5 hrs. at 60% output.
1 year warranty. The DP 2000i is
$699.99.

The website is www.duropower.
com and the toll free number is
1-866-443-9468. The prices all
include free shipping. You may have
to sign a waiver that you will not be
using certain models in California
due to the smog standards.

Editor Rich flanked by
two lesser, unimportant
and obscure scarab
workers: Henry Howden
and Brett Ratcliffe

Note: The address and
contact person is:
Matthew Perri
Marketing Manager
677 Arrow Grand
Circle

Covina, CA 91722
Tel: 626-859-7475
Fax: 626-859-7474
e-mail: matthew@
dexinint.com
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Curatorial Problems

By Barney D. Streit
4379 N. Via Bellas Catalinas
Tucson, AZ U.S.A.
barneystreit@hotmail.com

Scarab enthusiasts everywhere
know this: we measure the success
of our collecting trips by the

weight (instead of the number of
specimens) of beetles collected.
This holds true for both light
collecting and for trapping dung
beetles. Taking care of this many
beetles can present a problem,
especially in the tropics, where high
temperatures and humidity can
quickly rot specimens. Scarabaeines
are especially susceptible.

I place light-collected material in an
air-tight Zip-Loc bag, along with a
piece of paper towel impregnated
with ethyl acetate. Dung beetles get
the same treatment, but after they
are washed in a strainer and dried
on a paper towel. The bags are then
stored in a plastic container, to be
checked periodically. If the towels
become saturated with moisture
they are discarded and replaced.

This calls for a lot of ethyl acetate.
If flying to a collecting locality,

I place ethyl acetate in a small,
disposable plastic water bottle, such
as the Kirkland brand from Costco.
No, the ethyl acetate does not eat
through the plastic. You cannot
carry on liquid as of this writing,

so the bottle is placed into a Zip-
Loc bag which goes in the checked
luggage. There is currently a 3-once
limit when flying from the United
States. If you have trouble bringing

ethyl acetate with you, you will
be forced to buy fingernail polish
remover in foreign drug stores.

Once home, the plastic boxes
holding the bags should be
refrigerated, an then curated

as soon as possible. They will
remain pliable and mold-free as
long as there is ethyl acetate left
in the bags. Now comes the big
problem: how does one pin and
label all those beetles?

A simple, obvious solution is to
employ hired help. A win-win
situation for all: I get beautifully
pinned and labeled specimens,
they get the thrill of touching
rare and exotic scarab beetles. I
have a couple of ladies from work
(see photo) help with this. And
yes, I require that they dress up
while curating: if you look good,
you feel good. If you feel good,
you do nice work.

A note about labels seems
apropos here. Older
entomologists put three labels
on their specimens. The primary
label was for the locality and
date, the secondary label noted
how the specimen was collected,
and the bottom was the
determination label. Admittedly,
this was for Schmitt box-based
systems. Since drawers and

unit trays are now used, I have




dropped the determination label,
but cling to the use of primary
and secondary labels, even though
it is more work than cramming
everything on one label.

It should be noted that it is
only a rumor that Doctor Art
Evans, Ph.D., had specimens in
his collection with labels such
as “1.5 road km west of Frene
Con Motor” and “Topes A 500
M” not to mention “vicinity of
Curva Peligrosa” A trip to the
Los Angeles County Museum,
where his collection resides, will
be needed to quell this vicious
rumor.

Editor Barney at Scarabs headquarters,
with curators Cheree and Cindy, showing
exasperation because a left metatarsal
claw of a specimen is 2° off center. Why
are the ladies dressed up? See text!

Word Bug Smashed!

The bug mentioned in Scarabs (issue 15) in Mac version of Microsoft
Word has finally been eliminated. With the latest version, a strip of pin
labels can now be printed using the entire sheet of paper.

Astute readers may recall that previous versions of Word would change
the dimensions of a rectangular sheet of paper to a square when text
was reduced for printing labels. As a result of this bug, you could print
only as far down of a sheet of paper as the paper’s width.

It took Microsoft approximately 15 years to fix this problem.
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Editor Rich’s note: This

review is well written, and

the story line is entertaining
and meaningful. But, like
Editor Bill and I were, many
of our readers may be quite
taken aback, concerned and
worried about Editor Barney's
possible latent propensity
towards lepidopterous soft,
warm and fuzziness. After all,
hasn’t he always embodied
Phanaeine strength, hardness,
horniness and strong aroma?
Isn’t he always surrounded

by women with very pleasing
morphological characters?

It has not seemed that he

has been overly comfortable
discussing shower curtain
colors with his extended
harem in the past, unless of
course the curtains were like
Editor Bill’s beetle shower
curtains. But then, our worries
over Editor Barney giving up
his beetles and starting to
collect butterflies were put

to rest as we remembered he
is still somewhat of a newly
wed, married to a beautiful,
intelligent, understanding,
athletic, petite, much (MUCH!)
younger woman (see Scarabs
#18, page 7) who always
welcomes Barney’s friends to
their home during those long
collecting trips to Arizona. We
realized that this foray into the
scaly arena must be an artifact
of recent marriage, and that
the man is attempting to
please a beautiful, young (and
way out of his league) bride in
many ways, including showing
he is in touch with his caring,
emotional side. We trust that
this lepidopterous softness is
teneral and Editor Barney will
be return to his hard, horny,
aromatic self soon.
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Movie Review: The Blue Butterfly

By Barney D. Streit
4379 N. Via Bellas Catalinas
Tucson, AZ U.S.A.
barneystreit@hotmail.com

. no ordinary family film
Slunmn, cinematography.
A magic r«l’ m‘nu \ph'u

‘The only way to catcha Miracle ’
i5 to believe init..

B BUUE :

a film by Lia PooL

OFFICIAL SELECTION,

¥ TRIBEC STIVA
Y CHICAC 0 1 (||||\|u
FILM FESTIVAL

William Hurt, Pascale Bussiérs,
Marc Donato

2006

97 minutes

From the DVD box:

“The Blue Butterfly tells the
extraordinary story of a 10 year-old
boy, diagnosed as terminally ill,
whose dream is to catch the most
beautiful butterfly on Earth, the
mythic and elusive Blue Morpho.
His mother persuades a renowned
entomologist (William Hurt) to
take them on a trip to the Costa
Rican rain forest to search for the
butterfly, leading to an adventure
that will transform their lives.

And so, their journey begins. A
journey of courage, redemption
and love. Inspired by a true
story, this is a magical film about
a courageous young boy and a
jaded man who chase a dream,
and whose lives are forever
changed.

The only way to catch a miracle is
to believe in it..”

Our review:

Watching this film will be a
deeply emotional experience. I
was reminded of my boyhood,
when I began collecting insects.
As a result, you immediately
bond and sympathize with the
young boy, who begins the movie
by asking himself “Why me? Why
am I destined to die so young?”

The acting is superb. After all, the
entomologist is portrayed by the
great William Hurt, an Academy
Award winner. There are many
great shots of animals and
insects. One gets the impression
that there is a beetle on every
branch, a bird in every tree, and
an animal under every bush.
Nonetheless, The Blue Butterfly is
highly recommended.




In Past Years - 1
by Henry F. Howden

henry.howden@rogers.com

AMAZONAS

In the 1970s my wife, Anne, and

I were bold enough to take 48 (50
including us) students and a few
staff to the Amazon for spring
break. Time was late February,

the break 10 days, the destination
Leticia, Colombia. We started in
Ottawa, flew to Bogota where we
overnighted, then on to Leticia in
an old DC3. A week later we again
overnighted in Bogota and returned
to snowy Ottawa. At that time the
total cost of the trip, all lodging,
food, travel, etc., came to $500
Canadian per person. Our lodging
in Leticia overlooked the Amazon
and consisted of a beautiful central
swimming pool with a row of
modern cabins on each side and at
one end a covered dining area.

Things generally went well, beetle
collecting was fair to good. Several
of the girls asked Anne if there

was some bad new disease because
they had lots of red spots in odd
places! She assured them it was only
chigger bites and that colorless nail
polish on the spots mostly stopped
the itching. One fellow went back
to Ottawa early and later said he
couldn’t stand “the bed bugs”. He
should have asked about red spots.
All went smoothly for several days
until a small anaconda turned

up in the swimming pool. That
caused considerable consternation,
particularly among those that didn’t
like snakes. We had to remind them

it was the Amazon and there were
snakes in the forest. Nighttime
swimming slowed down.

Then there was the day of the sloth.
One student noticed the sloth in a
nearby tree, and since several of us
were interested in the moths and
scarabs that had been recorded
living in the fur of sloths, we asked
a local worker if he could get it
down. “No problema” he said,
which we later learned usually
meant “who knows” We didn’t
consider what to do with the sloth
if he did get it down. Up the tree
went the worker; the sloth let go
with one front leg and took a swipe
at the worker. Fortunately the sloth
did not quite reach the worker,

but its claw caught the pocket in
his pants and tore off one pants
leg. The worker came down in a
hurry, we had to buy him a new
pair of pants (cost $3) and the sloth
continued blissfully feeding.

Other small incidents occurred, but
the main one that comes to mind

is the return trip to Bogota on the
DC3. There were several locals
added to the return trip (fuel had
been burned off on the way down,

Henry and Anne relaxing at
home. Photograph courtesy
Fede Ocampo.
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so extra people could get on) and
one had a large, 50 pound, piece of
Amazon cat fish. Before reaching
Bogota the entire plane smelled of
slightly “oft” cat fish. Another large
lady had a young monkey which,
to keep warm, she stuffed down
her ample bosom. The results were
quite interesting with the monkey
popping out every now and then.
The rest of the trip to Ottawa went
smoothly.

Two years later we decided to
repeat the Leticia trip with the same
arrangements. This time we had
several pre-trip meetings warning
everyone about chiggers, snakes in
the pool, etc., and asking if anyone
had medical problems (we were
learning). Costs had gone up to
$650 Canadian, but it still seemed
do-able. All went well until we had
our early breakfast in Bogota and
one of the girls fainted. We were
told that she would be OK, she was
only anemic and would be fine at

a lower elevation (Bogota is about
8000 ft. elevation). She hadn’t
bothered to tell us before hand, and
since there was not anything we
could do about it, we loaded her
on the old DC3 and got ready to
leave for Leticia. While still on the
ground we saw half of our luggage
going back into the terminal while
three more people were added to
the plane. We naturally raised some
questions, but were told to calm
ourselves, our lugage would be on
the next flight. Seemingly the three
people added were more important
than a few suitcases and something
had to give since we would be

over weight if nothing was done.
Anyway we left for Leticia sans a
lot of clothing and, even worse,

collecting equipment. The next day
was Saturday and we found that
our clothes and equipment had
arrived but was locked up waiting
for the agent who was away for the
weekend! We tried other airline
personnel but nothing worked,

so we made do for two days.

Anne said my clothes were cool
but didn't fit very well, and we all
admitted we were oddly dressed.
We tried buying clothes, but most
of us were larger than the locals,
so had to make do. We finally

got our luggage, but some good
airplane clothes were never the
same again. The Leticia stay had
its moments, but the return trip
was the most interesting. When we
were clearing immigration to leave
Bogota the anemic girl passed

out again. Much excitement. The
airport personnel said she couldn’t
get on the plane without a doctor’s
OK. We said, “Fine, then none

of us go”. After considerable arm
waving and arguing we convinced
the Latin airline that all the girl
needed was more air, so they
loaded her into the airplane, along
with the rest of us, and brought out
the oxygen equipment. To make

a long story short, none of the
oxygen equipment worked, so they
gave up and started the plane. As
soon as the plane was pressurized,
our girl was OK. All went well
thereafter, except that Anne and I
gained a few more gray hairs.

Two years later, Anne and I had
recovered enough to attempt
another trip, only to find that
tourists and drugs had found
Leticia and that the airfare was
about $2000 per person. Thus our
Amazon excursions ended.




