
Gymnothorax moringa (Cuvier, 1829) AGG

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: Lycodontis moringa (Cuvier, 1829) / None.
FAO names: En - Spotted moray; Fr - Murène tachetée; Sp - Morena pintada.

Diagnostic characters: Body elongate, strong, and muscular, moderately compressed; anus shortly be-
fore midbody. Head moderate, elevated posteriorly. Eye above midjaw; posterior nostril a rimmed pore
above anterior margin of eye.Snout moderate; jaws moderate, closing completely.Teeth smooth, some long
canines; teeth in both jaws uniserial in adults; 3 long fang-like median intermaxillary teeth; vomerine teeth
uniserial.Dorsal fin beginning on head between corner of mouth and gill opening.Colour:head, body, and tail
patterned with small overlapping dark spots giving mottled appearance on pale background (yellow
with brown to purplish black spots in life);pattern variable in size of blotches and intensity of pigmentation.Dor-
sal fin often with black margin anteriorly, and white margin far posteriorly on combined dorsal-caudal-anal fins.
Young without spotted pattern and with white lower jaw, closely resembling young of G. vicinus.
Size: Maximum 100 cm (questionably reported from 200 to 300 cm at Ascension Island).
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Very common on shallow coral reef, rock, and seagrass habitats, found at
depths to 50 m. Reported to be aggressive without provocation; dangerous when handled alive. Used as food
in some areas, large individuals reported to be ciguatoxic. Occasionally caught by trawl, seine, trap, and
hook-and-line; of no commercial importance.
Distribution: Widespread in the western Atlan-
tic, from Bermuda, the Bahamas, off the Caroli-
nas, the Florida Keys, throughout the Caribbean
Islands, off coastal Mexico, and central and
northern South America. Also off Brazil (Area
41), and taken at the south eastern Atlantic is-
lands of St. Helena and Ascension (Area 34). Not
found in the eastern central Atlantic.
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Gymnothorax ocellatus Agassiz, 1828 AMW

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / Gymnothorax saxicola Jordan and Davis, 1891.
FAO names: En - Mottlemargin moray; Fr - Murène ocellée; Sp - Morena de charco.

Diagnostic characters: Body strong and muscular with tapering tail; anus shortly before midbody.
Head moderate. Eye above midjaw; posterior nostril a rimmed pore above anterior margin of eye. Snout
short and rounded; jaws closing completely; 3 pores along upper jaw. Teeth strong, triangular, and
shark-like, serrated on anterior and posterior margins; jaw teeth uniserial; 0 to 3 median intermaxillary teeth
(absent in large specimens); vomerine teeth uniserial or absent. Dorsal fin beginning on head between mouth
angle and gill opening. Colour: body grey-brown, darker dorsally and paler ventrally, with distinct,
well-separated white spots of varying sizes and shapes; tail patterned, not dark; head brown with smaller
white spots. Margin of dorsal fin with pattern of undulating black and white marks, anal fin with similar
coloration.
Size: Maximum about 60 cm.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Adults common on the continental shelf over sand and mud bottoms to
depths of 90 m; habitat of young not known.Usually taken by trawl, occasionally by line.Possibly consumed lo-
cally but not of commercial importance.
Distribution: Found throughout the Antillean Chain, and off the central and northern South American coast
from Nicaragua south to Venezuela. Present off the coast of Brazil (southwestern Atlantic, Area 41).
Note: Three very similar species, G. ocellatus,
G. nigromarginatus, and G. saxicola, have
sometimes been synonymized, but are now con-
sidered to be valid species; they might also be
confused with 2 other spotted species, G.
conspersus and G. kolpos, which inhabit deeper
waters and which have more vertebrae; all 5 ex-
hibit subtle colour differences and are separated
geographically.
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Gymnothorax vicinus (Castelnau, 1855) AMT

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: Lycodontis vicinus (Castelnau, 1855) / None.
FAO names: En - Purplemouth moray; Fr - Murène jaune; Sp - Morena amarilla.
Diagnostic characters: Body
elongate, strong and muscu-
lar, laterally compressed; anus
shortly before midbody. Head
elongate. Eye above midjaw;
posterior nostril a rimmed
pore above anterior margin of
eye. Snout moderate; jaws elon-
gate, closing completely. Teeth
smooth, some long canines;
teeth in both jaws uniserial in
adults; 3 fang-l ike median
intermaxillary teeth; vomerine
teeth uniserial. Dorsal fin be-
ginning on head between cor-
ner of mouth and gill opening.
Colour: variably patterned, 2
extreme patterns of adults
shown below. May be highly
patterned with overlapping
dark spots, the pattern extend-
ing onto fins; or almost uni-
formly brown colour with
faint freckles of darker colour,
fins dark basally and with pale
margins.Corner of mouth with
a characteristic small dark
spot. In life, dark colour pur-
plish brown, pale areas white,
not yellow. Young uniformly
brown with pale lower jaw,
closely resembling young of G.
moringa.
Size: Maximum 122 cm.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Inhabits shallow rock and coral reef areas and seagrass beds; found at
depths to 40 m. Can be aggressive, dangerous when handled alive. May be consumed locally; large speci-
mens possibly ciguatoxic. Occasionally caught by trawl, trap, and hook-and-line; of no commercial impor-
tance.
Distribution: Widespread in the western Atlan-
tic, from Bermuda, the Bahamas, off North
Carolina, the Florida Keys, and the northern Gulf
of Mexico, throughout the Caribbean Islands,
and off the central and northern South American
coast. In the eastern central Atlantic off Madeira,
the Cape Verde Archipelago, and the Bight of
Biafra (Area 34).Taken off Brazil (Area 41) and in
the southeastern Atlantic off Ascension Island
(Area 47).
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Muraena retifera Goode and Bean, 1882 MMR

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / None.
FAO names: En - Reticulate moray.

Diagnostic characters: Body strong, elongate, and tapering; anus at or before midbody. Head moder-
ate, elevated posteriorly. Eye above midjaw; posterior nostril in a tube above anterior margin of eye. Snout
moderate, jaws moderate, closing completely.Teeth smooth, large, and strong; teeth of adults uniserial; 2 or
3 long median intermaxillary teeth; vomerine teeth uniserial. Dorsal fin beginning on head between corner of
mouth and gill opening. Colour: brown to dark brown background with close-set, pale rosettes which are
peppered with bright white dots; head brown with small white spots, the rosette pattern beginning near gill
opening.Gill opening in prominent black blotch.Margins of fins pale.Small eels appear dark with large pale
spots; rosette pattern sometimes inconspicuous in adults, which then appear dark brown overall with small
white dots.
Size: Maximum to 90 cm.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Lives in continental coastal waters over mud or sand bottoms at depths from
20 to 90 m; not common. Taken by trawl, occa-
sionally by trap or hook-and-line. Possibly con-
sumed locally; could be ciguatoxic; of no
commercial importance.
Distribution: A coastal species, found off the At-
lantic coast of the United States from North
Carolina to Florida and in the eastern Gulf of
Mexico off the west coast of Florida; also taken in
the Bay of Campeche, Mexico, and off northern
Venezuela. Also present off Brazil (southwestern
Atlantic, Area 41).
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Anarchias similis (Lea, 1913)

En - Pygmy moray.
Maximum size to 20 cm. Inhabits moderately deep waters, living on or near the bottom from 30 to 100 m. Un-
common, taken by dredge. Too small to be consumed or of commercial importance. Bermuda, coastal United
States (Georgia to Florida), the Bahamas, southern Antilles, and Nicaragua coast. Also off Brazil (southwest-
ern Atlantic, Area 41).

Enchelycore anatina (Lowe, 1838)

En - Fangtooth moray; Fr - Murène de Iles; Sp - Morena isleña.
Maximum size to over 110 cm. Inhabits deep waters, below 50 m.Uncommon, taken by trap and hook-and-line.
Possibly consumed locally; of no commercial importance. From scattered localities of Bermuda and Florida in
the western central Atlantic; Brazil (south western Atlantic, Area 41); St. Helena (southeastern Atlantic, Area
47); Madeira, Azores, Canaries, and Cape Verde (eastern central Atlantic, Area 34); and in the eastern Medi-
terranean (Area 37).

Enchelycore carychroa Böhlke and Böhlke, 1976

En - Chestnut moray.
Maximum size 34 cm. Common inhabitant of shallow coral reefs and rocks to depths of 15 m, occasional to
60 m. Infrequently taken by dredge; too small to be consumed or of commercial importance.Widespread in the
western Atlantic, from Bermuda, the Bahamas, Florida Keys, northwestern Gulf of Mexico, and coastal central
and northern South America. Also off northern Brazil (southwestern Atlantic, Area 41); and Ascension Island
and St. Helena (southeastern Atlantic, Area 47).

Anguilliformes: Muraenidae 715

jmaes
Nicaragua

jmaes
Anarchias similis (Lea, 1913)



Gymnothorax conspersus Poey, 1867

En - Saddled moray.
Maximum size to 110 cm. Inhabits deep waters, usually below 200 m. Taken by trawl, occasionally in deep
traps. Might be consumed locally; of no commercial importance. Tropical western Atlantic from Florida Straits
south to Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil (Area 41).

Gymnothorax hubbsi Böhlke and Böhlke, 1977

En - Lichen moray.
Maximum size 35 cm. Inhabits coastal waters at depths from 60 to 90 m. Rare, taken by trawl, occasionally by
dredge.Too small to be consumed; of no commercial importance.Atlantic coast of USA from North Carolina to
Florida, the western Bahamas, and north coast of Cuba.

Gymnothorax maderensis (Johnson, 1862) AGD

En - Sharktooth moray; Fr - Murène de Madère; Sp - Morena de Madeira.
Maximum size to 105 cm. Inhabits deep waters from 150 to 280 m. Rare, taken by hook-and-line or trap. Might
be consumed locally; of no commercial importance. Western Atlantic from Bermuda, North Carolina, Cuba,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands; eastern central Atlantic from Madeira, Canary Islands, and Dahomey
(Area 34).

716 Bony Fishes



Gymnothorax nigromarginatus (Girard, 1858)

En - Blackedge moray.
Maximum size to 53 cm.A common continental coast species inhabiting waters of 10 to 91 m.Taken by trawl, a
frequent byproduct of Gulf coast shrimp fisheries.May be consumed locally, but not of commercial importance.
Northern Gulf of Mexico from Mobile Bay area west to Texas, and off Yucatán and Honduras.

Gymnothorax polygonius Poey, 1876 AGI

En - Polygon moray.
Maximum size to 84 cm. Lives in moderately deep waters of 90 to 256 m. Uncommon, taken by trawl, trap, and
hook-and-line. Might be consumed locally; of no commercial importance. Western Atlantic from scattered lo-
calities from North Carolina to Brazil (Area 41).Also eastern central Atlantic from Cape Verde Archipelago and
Madeira (Area 34) and south eastern Atlantic island of St. Helena (Area 47).

Gymnothorax saxicola Jordan and Davis, 1891

En - Honeycomb moray.
Maximum size to 62 cm. Lives along the continental coast at depths of 2 to 86 m. Common, usually taken by
trawl, a frequent byproduct of shrimp fisheries. Possibly consumed locally; of no commercial importance. At-
lantic coast of the USA from North Carolina to Florida, and eastern Gulf of Mexico off Florida west to Mobile
Bay drainage.
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Monopenchelys acuta (Parr, 1930) MMA

En - Redface eel.
Maximum size to 21 cm. Lives on coral heads and rocky ledges at moderate depths of 13 to 45 m. Rare; taken
once by dredge.Too small to be consumed; of no commercial importance.Circumtropical distribution; western
Atlantic islands of the Bahamas, Lesser Antilles, Grand Cayman, and off Mexico; also from Ascension Island
(south eastern Atlantic, Area 47); in the Indo-Pacific from Hawaii, Fiji, Seychelles, Comoros, and Agalega Is-
lands.

Muraena robusta Osório, 1909 MMO

En - Stout moray; Fr - Murène robuste; Sp - Morena robusta.
Maximum size to 186 cm.Young inhabit shallow rock and coral areas;adults inhabit moderately deep waters of
30 to 68 m.Adults caught by hook-and-line.Possibly consumed locally, but ciguatera poisoning should be con-
sidered; not commercially important. Uncommon off North Carolina, Florida, and Panama; common in the
eastern central Atlantic off the west coast of Africa and islands of Cape Verde and Bay of Biafra (Area 34).

Uropterygius macularius (Lesueur, 1825) MUH

En - Marbled moray.
Maximum size to 29 cm. Inhabits coral and rocky areas at depths to 137 m. Rarely taken by dredge. Too small
to be consumed; not of commercial importance. An insular species, found in Bermuda, the Bahamas, Florida
Keys, throughout the islands of the Caribbean, and off northern South America.
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	Phycidae
	Phycis chesteri
	Urophycis chuss
	Urophycis cirrata
	Urophycis earllii
	Urophycis floridana
	Urophycis regia
	Urophycis tenuis

	Gaidropsaridae
	Enchelyopus cimbrius

	Merlucciidae
	Merluccius albidus
	Merluccius bilinearis

	Gadidae
	Gadus morhua
	Micromesistius poutassou
	Pollachius virens


	Order BATRACHOIDIFORMES
	Batrachoididae
	Amphichthys cryptocentrus
	Batrachoides manglae
	Batrachoides surinamensis
	Sanopus barbatus
	Thalassophryne maculosa
	Batrachoides gilberti
	Opsanus beta
	Opsanus dichrostomus
	Opsanus pardus
	Opsanus phobetron
	Opsanus tau
	Porichthys bathoiketes
	Porichthys oculofrenum
	Porichthys pauciradiatus
	Porichthys plectrodon
	Sanopus astrifer
	Sanopus greenfieldorum
	Sanopus johnsoni
	Sanopus reticulatus
	Sanopus splendidus
	Thalassophryne megalops
	Thalassophryne nattereri
	Triathalassothia gloverensis


	Order LOPHIIFORMES
	Lophiidae
	Lophius americanus
	Lophius gastrophysus
	Lophiodes beroe
	Lophiodes monodi
	Lophiodes reticulatus
	Sladenia shaefersi

	Antennariidae
	Chaunacidae
	Ogcocephalidae
	Caulophrynidae
	Neoceratiidae
	Melanocetidae
	Himantolophidae
	Diceratiidae
	Oneirodidae
	Thaumatichthyidae
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	Ceratiidae
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	Order MUGILIFORMES
	Mugilidae
	Agonostomus monticola
	Joturus pichardi
	Mugil cephalus
	Mugil curema
	Mugil curvidens
	Mugil hospes
	Mugil incilis
	Mugil liza
	Mugil trichodon


	Order ATHERINIFORMES
	Atherinidae
	Alepidomus evermanni
	Atherinomorus stipes
	Hypoatherina harringtonensis

	Atherinopsidae
	Atherinella alvarezi
	Atherinella beani
	Atherinella blackburni
	Atherinella cf. brasiliensis
	Atherinella chagresi
	Atherinella milleri
	Atherinella robbersi
	Atherinella schultzi
	Atherinella sp.
	Melanorhinus microps
	Membras analis
	Membras argentea
	Membras martinica
	Membras sp.
	Menidia beryllina
	Menidia clarkhubbsi
	Menidia colei
	Menidia conchorum
	Menidia menidia
	Menidia peninsulae
	Menidia sp.


	Order BELONIFORMES
	Belonidae
	Ablennes hians
	Platybelone argalus argalus
	Strongylura marina
	Strongylura notata
	Strongylura timucu
	Tylosurus acus acus
	Tylosurus crocodilus crocodilus

	Scomberesocidae
	Scomberesox saurus saurus

	Exocoetidae
	Cheilopogon cyanopterus
	Cheilopogon exsiliens
	Cheilopogon furcatus
	Cheilopogon heterurus
	Cheilopogon melanurus
	Cypselurus comatus
	Exocoetus obtusirostris
	Exocoetus volitans
	Hirundichthys affinis
	Hirundichthys rondeletii
	Hirundichthys speculiger
	Parexocoetus hillianus
	Prognichthys glaphyrae
	Prognichthys occidentalis

	Hemiramphidae
	Hemiramphus balao
	Hemiramphus bermudensis
	Hemiramphus brasiliensis
	Hyporhamphus meeki
	Hyporhamphus unifasciatus
	Chriodorus atherinoides
	Euleptorhamphus velox
	Hyporhamphus roberti
	Oxyporhamphus micropterus similis


	Order CYPRINODONTIFORMES
	Rivulidae
	Fundulidae
	Anablepidae
	Poeciliidae
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	Order STEPHANOBERYCIFORMES
	Melamphaidae
	Gibberichthyidae
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	Cetomimidae
	Mirapinnidae
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	Order BERYCIFORMES
	Anoplogastridae
	Diretmidae
	Anomalopidae
	Trachichthyidae
	Aulotrachichthys argyrophanus
	Gephyroberyx darwinii
	Hoplostethus atlanticus
	Hoplostethus mediterraneus
	Hoplostethus occidentalis

	Berycidae
	Beryx decadactylus
	Beryx splendens

	Holocentridae
	Holocentrus adscensionis
	Holocentrus rufus
	Myripristis jacobus
	Corniger spinosus
	Neoniphon marianus
	Ostichthys trachypoma
	Plectrypops retrospinis
	Sargocentron bullisi
	Sargocentron coruscum
	Sargocentron poco
	Sargocentron vexillarium


	Order ZEIFORMES
	Parazenidae
	Zeniontidae
	Zeidae
	Cyttopsis rosea
	Zenopsis conchifer

	Oreosomatidae
	Grammicolepidae
	Grammicolepis brachiusculus
	Xenolepidichthys dalgleishi

	Caproidae
	Antigonia capros
	Antigonia combatia


	Order GASTEROSTEIFORMES
	Syngnathidae
	Hippocampus erectus
	Hippocampus reidi
	Hippocampus zosterae

	Aulostomidae
	Aulostomus maculatus

	Fistulariidae
	Macroramphosidae
	Macroramphosus scolopax


	Order SCORPAENIFORMES
	Dactylopteridae
	Dactylopterus volitans

	Scorpaenidae
	Ectreposebastes imus
	Helicolenus dactylopterus
	Idiastion kyphos
	Neomerinthe beanorum
	Neomerinthe hemingwayi
	Phenacoscorpius nebris
	Pontinus castor
	Pontinus helena
	Pontinus longispinis
	Pontinus nematophthalmus
	Pontinus rathbuni
	Scorpaena agassizii
	Scorpaena albifimbria
	Scorpaena bergii
	Scorpaena brachyptera
	Scorpaena brasiliensis
	Scorpaena calcarata
	Scorpaena dispar
	Scorpaena elachys
	Scorpaena grandicornis
	Scorpaena inermis
	Scorpaena isthmensis
	Scorpaena plumieri
	Scorpaenodes caribbaeus
	Scorpaenodes tredecimspinosus
	Setarches guentheri
	Trachyscorpia cristulata

	Triglidae
	Bellator brachychir
	Bellator egretta
	Bellator militaris
	Bellator ribeiroi
	Prionotus alatus
	Prionotus beanii
	Prionotus carolinus
	Prionotus evolans
	Prionotus longispinosus
	Prionotus martis
	Prionotus murielae
	Prionotus ophryas
	Prionotus paralatus
	Prionotus punctatus
	Prionotus roseus
	Prionotus rubio
	Prionotus scitulus
	Prionotus stearnsi
	Prionotus tribulus

	Peristediidae
	Peristedion antillarum
	Peristedion brevirostre
	Peristedion ecuadorense
	Peristedion gracile
	Peristedion greyae
	Peristedion imberbe
	Peristedion longispatha
	Peristedion miniatum
	Peristedion n. sp. “t”
	Peristedion thompsoni
	Peristedion truncatum
	Peristedion unicuspis


	Order PERCIFORMES
	Suborder PERCOIDEI
	Centropomidae
	Centropomus ensiferus
	Centropomus mexicanus
	Centropomus parallelus
	Centropomus pectinatus
	Centropomus poeyi
	Centropomus undecimalis

	Moronidae
	Morone saxatilis

	Polyprionidae
	Polyprion americanus

	Acropomatidae
	Scombrops oculatus

	Symphysanodontidae
	Symphysanodon berryi
	Symphysanodon octoactinus

	Serranidae
	Alphestes afer
	Anthias asperilinguis
	Anthias nicholsi
	Anthias tenuis
	Anthias woodsi
	Centropristis striata
	Cephalopholis cruentata
	Cephalopholis fulva
	Dermatolepis inermis
	Diplectrum formosum
	Epinephelus adscenionis
	Epinephelus drummondhayi
	Epinephelus flavolimbatus
	Epinephelus guttatus
	Epinephelus itajara
	Epinephelus morio
	Epinephelus mystacinus
	Epinephelus nigritus
	Epinephelus niveatus
	Epinephelus striatus
	Gonioplectrus hispanus
	Hemanthias aureorubens
	Hemanthias leptus
	Hemanthias vivanus
	Mycteroperca acutirostris
	Mycteroperca bonaci
	Mycteroperca cidi
	Mycteroperca interstitialis
	Mycteroperca microlepis
	Mycteroperca phenax
	Mycteroperca tigris
	Mycteroperca venenosa
	Paralabrax dewegeri
	Paranthias furcifer
	Plectranthias garrupellus
	Pronotogrammus martinicensis
	Hypoplectrus aberrans
	Hypoplectrus chlorurus
	Hypoplectrus gemma
	Hypoplectrus gummigutta
	Hypoplectrus guttavarius
	Hypoplectrus indigo
	Hypoplectrus cf. maculiferus
	Hypoplectrus nigricans
	Hypoplectrus providencianus
	Hypoplectrus puella
	Hypoplectrus sp. ‘Belize’
	Hypoplectrus sp. ‘tan’
	Hypoplectrus unicolor
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