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RESPECTING

TIE NICARAGUA SIIP CANAL

. -

The discovery of the new world, and the project of cut -

ting a canal through it to facilitate communication be-
tween the Atlantic and Pacilic ocenans, are coetaneous.
But the elaboration of those decds which mark an epoch
is glow. Great events often need centuries to be executed,
and the i»x‘(-{'i()m discussions to which they from time to
time give rise, are only the forcrunuers of their (uture re-
alization, g i

While the various countries of Awmerien were still colo-
nies, the canal was not torgotten, it is true, although no
adequate efforts were made to seenre its construction,
The commerce of those days did not dewmand sueh e aux-
iliary.  When, however, the entire continent hegan to
share that liberty which was fiest seenred and procluimed
by the United States; when it found itseld the arbiter of
its own destinies, every section that possessed an ixthuus
became enthusiastic for the construction of the great work,
thinking that the time for its aecomplishment had aer 1\'(:(1.

Such was the feeling in Central Anerten, tnd espeeially
in Nicarngua, when that country beeame a sovereign na -
tion, for Niearngua thinks that the canal will be the
most speedy and eflieacious means Lo promote her prosper-
ity, and that its construction iz only a question of time,

Entertaining this couvietion, the Nicaraguan Govern-
ment has always received proposals for the construcetion of
the work with enthusinsm, [Lmay be confidently as-
serted that so great joy never prevailed in that Republie,

L i o S b e
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a3 when the California gold anines were discovered, be-

“eanse it was thonght tha( by reazon of the fipetus which

wonld thus be given to ciigration and to the commeree
of all nations, the lTonged-for moment was at land.

Overhaste, resuling-from the convietion above referred
to, lias, at various times, heen asource of disappointment
to the Repuolie, negotiantions having heen entered into
with parties who were powerless to fulfill their cngage-
ments, These disappointments; however, have not dis-
cournged her; she has remained unshaken in her belief
that the interest of the world at lurge will one day eause
the powerful hand to he uplifted, which is to open ¢om-
ninnication hetween the two oecans.

The Uniled States, that enterprising nation, which has
the wift of aecomplishing what it desions, and which has
the genius and the power to thrust aside all obstacles that
stand i the way ot great things; have doubtless inspired
the men who eontrol their (l(\llll]c , and who willy heyond
a doubt, satisly their noble aspirations.

This Government has sent various exploring expedi-

tions to eximine the routes by which the work wus con- |

sidered practicable.  This shows the lively interest with
which this matter is regarded at the present time, and
furnishes evidence that it will hereafter receive thc con-
sideration that it deserves.

In view of the many facts now in possession of the pub-
lie, which it is unnceessary to repeat liere, the expeditions
which have visited Niearagua are satistied that they have
found the route narked out hy nature.

If Nienraenn would be gratified to see the canal con-
structed through the territory of any nation on this conti-
nent, inasmuch as they are all her sisters, and the bene-
fits accruing from such a work would he enjoyed more or ¢
less by all, her gratification would of course be greater

ghould Lhc territory selected be her own, i g

The engineers who have examiued the Nicaraguan p,t,h- 1
mus have scen that there are no serious obstaclcs in the

-



way of the enterprise, and although their observations
were confined to the line of the eanal, they nevertheless
gained a clear idea of the clements of wealth in which
that fuvored region abounds; still, a short deseription will
not be supullnom for the benetit of those who have not
visited the v.mutt_), and of those who may have become

or who may desire to become directly interested in the
matter,

I

The healthfulness of the Nicaraguan coast, on cither
ocean, could not be greater than it is; it is exceptional,
beeause the coasts of tropical countries on this continent
arve for the most part q'icklv At San Juun del Norte,
‘Cupe Gracias, Corinto and San Juan del Sur, fiunilices,
both native and foreign, have beenliving for many vears,
and have never found it necessary to cmigrate on aceount
of discases prevailing in those places.  When the journey
to California was made via Nicaragua, hundreds ot thou-
sands of persons crossed that isthmus, and, notwithstand-
~ing the delays rendered necessary by a defective transit,
the health of travelers was never known to sufler from
epidemics.  This statement will be vouched for by the va-
rious exploring expeditions which this Govermnent has
recently sent to Niearagaa., The many persons composing
the same bave had a good opportunity to appreciate, dur-
ing the performance of the long and painful tasks allotted
1o thcm, the lll(,Olnl).lLLbh, s.LIulmt) of that delightful chi-
ate, whiel i3 cooled and puriticd by a constant breeze.

Along the river San Juan this salubrity is to be won-
dered at, when we consider that its banks are covered
with the most luxuriant vegetation. Hundreds of Awleros,
- or rubber-hunters, penetrate those dense thickets, being
engaged the whele year round in extr wting (lmt guni,
the tmdv i which, such i3 its abundanee, l\oop\ many
persons, both natives and foreigners,at San Juan del Norte,
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there being not o few, who, with this one article, have
amized considerable fortunes. These intrepid developers
of the conntry’s wenlthy whose life is passed in the midst
of privations and hardships, enjoy the most perfect health.

[t would be superfluons to speak of the interior of the
country, wheve the elimate is the most delightfal that can
be desired. Americans and Earopeans who live there can
best testify to the truth of thisstatement. However iittle
knowledge one may have of “that region, the excellence
aud variety of its climate will be readily perceived, the
northeast wind blowing there daring the entire year, and
the country extending from the fertile plains of the acific
to the elevated table-lands which overlook the Atlantie
on the north.

I

The Central American States, like almost the whole of
Ameriea, are very mountainous, and the various moun-
tain-chains and theiv branches interscet cach other in
every dircetion.  Niearagna alone is there an execption
in this respect. Four of its departments, Rivas, Granada,
T.con and Chinandega, the prineipal ones as regurds the
development of their agriculture, conmerce and manufac-
tures, are level, especially the one first named, which com-

prizes the isthmus proper, and which has always been °

considered as the most suitable locality for the eanal.

The Andes range of wountains, so lofty throughout its
wnole extent, is broken in Niearagua, as if Nature had de-
siened to remove this gregt obstacle, leaving the rest of
the work only to be accomplished by the skill and labor
of man.

II1.

The materials which would be required for the construe”

tion of the work are found in inexhaustible quantities in
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the departments referred to. The white and brown lime
found in the numerous pits which they contain, is of so
excellent a quality that mortar made from it is not infe-
rior to Roman cement.  Commander Edward 1°. Lull, U
S. N., and Mr.. Aniceto G. Menoeal, civil engineer, hotl
distinguished explorers of that isthinus, were surprised at
the solidity of sundry very old edifices built with this

- material, and have brought specirmens of it -to this coun-
try for the purpose of submitting them to scientifie exam-
inations, :

Immense quarries, containing stone in every variety,
are found in the immediate vicinity of the proposed line
of the canal.  Movcover, that none of the requisites for

o muson-work may be wanting, cley of w superior quality,
~ sunitable for the wanufacture of hrick, abounds in the sne
locality. : Jrod 4 ; i

The abundance of timber which would be available for
the enterprise, from San Juan del Novte to Brito, or any
other point on the Pucitie which might be selocted ws one

~of the termind of the canal, is-still more prodigions, aud
not only is timber found suitable for the construction of
buildings, vessels, or other preparatory works  wvhich
might be required, but also of a gquality whieh is remark-
able on aceount of s durability when placed uunder
ground or under water. :

The engineers of the expeditions which have explored
the isthmus, were frequently struek with astonishment at
the lavish bounty with which nature had provided, along
the entire route examined hy thern, all the matevials that
wonld be reguired.

The prodigality of Nature, however, did not end there,
‘She also designed to facilitate the conveyance of these
walerials, and formed that wonderful cliain of lukes,
which extends from north to south throughont ihe centre
of almost the entive Republie, thus creating a natorad and
permanent nieans of conmnunication, which leaves nothing
to be desired.  She also formed the plains which lie De-
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tween the lakes and the Pacific, and which are now inter-
sected by wagon-roads in every direction.

£V

While Nicameun has, in abundance, the materials re-
quired for the work, she also has a population which un-
derstands s meaning; which desires it and which will
give it a decisive impualse by furnishing its quota of me-
chanies, and ol intelligent, doeile Inborers; who are inured
to every Kind of toil.  The wages of such persons, which
ave so high in other countries on acconnt of the heavy cost
ot living, are in Nisragua one dollar per diem for the
class st mentioned, and fifty cents for the latter. The
population of the Repablie being three hundred thousand,
it could casily furnish from thice to five thousand men
for the work in gnestion, without prejudice to its agricul-
ture and other branches of industry.  The Nicaraguan la-
borer, morcover, must be considered as the most perfeet
model of what is required for work of this kind ; having
a thorongh knowledge of the country, through his fond-
‘ness forjtraveling, not being affeeted by the heat of the
tropics, acenstomed to Jabor, unmindful of the inclemency
of the weather, frugal i his mode of lite, of a cheerful
digposition, and faithful to his ciployer, he seems to pos-

sess every condition necded in order to render his assis-
tance valuable in the highest degree,

Not only Nicaragna, howey cr, will farnish men to aid
in the aceomplishment ot the great project.  Iler sisters
and neighbors, the Republies of Central America, contain-
ing a population of two millions, will lend their powerful
aid. It may he said that the laboring class of Guatemala,
Salvador, onduras, and Costa Riea is as well adapted to
perform the Inbor which this work will require, and to
support the hardships incident thereto, as is that of Nica-
ragun.  Besides, the feeling which prevails among the
people of those conntries, and the friendly disposition of



their l.:ovcrmncnts, are a guarantee of their hearty co-op-
eration. The inhabitunts of all those conntries justly con-
sider the Nicaragua canal as a national work, und as the
most cfteetive step which can be taken, in the way of
peaceful measures, towards the establishment of a Central
American Union. The oflicial conmunications which
have recently been addressed to Nicaragua by those Gov-
ernments, and which will be found at the end of this
pamphlet, turnish reliable evidencee of these gencrous sei-
tinents.

2

Now that T have spoken, although very briefly, of
the favorable conditions presented by that portion of the
Republic which extends along the Pacitie, and of  the pe-
culiar facilities which it ofters for agriculture, it will not
beout of place to make gome refevence to the alwost
untouched wealth of the broad strip ot land whicli bor-
ders on the Atlantie on the cast. '

The Depurtments of Scgovia, Matagalpa, Chontales,
and the Mosquito territory, which are situated in that
_region, could not have been more munificently endowed
by uature.  Favored, as they ave, by the variety of ¢li-
mate resulting from the clevation of their mountains and
the depth of their valleys, watered by innnmerable rivers
and streamns, motive power and wealth of soil present
themselves Lhcm at every step to the industry of man.
Medicinal and fragrant plants, such as savsaparilly, gin-
@er, and vuull.v,.u everywhere met with; vast forests
are found, consisting of'logwood, moran-wood, mahogany,
¢bony and various other kinds of wood used in dyeing
and fine cabincet-work; gums and balsams, such as co-
paiva, caoutchoue, balsamum nigrum and gutta percha
abound.  The richest de posits of gold, mlwr, quicknilver,
copper, and other minerals ave found at the very surface
of the carth. ;

Who does not know that Chontales is called the gold
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regiont  And what shall we say of the aninial kingdom?
So many are the varieties of which it is composed, that it
would he necessary to write many pages in order meiely
to give an idea of them. -

In those Depurtnients we find, succceding each other

in admirable harmony, extensive plains of natural pas-

ture, where vast herds of neat cattle and horses grize ;
fertile table-lands at a considerable height above the
Tevel of the sea, where wheat grows by the side of the
sugar-cane: and, on the lofty and cold mountain-tops,
wild sitk and vegetable wax are produced in the imme-
dinte vieinity of the majestie torests of pitch-pine.

Those regions only need adequate means of , communi-
cation in order to ofler their incalculable wealth in the
utmost abundance to the throngs of emigrants who an-
nuaily leave their native land, fleeing from the sterility
of a soil which Las been impoverished by long and unin-
terrupted cultivation.

Few loealities are . so well adapted as those which I
am now deseribing, toone of the imperative necessitios
of the ¢anal.  This is referred to by Ilon. G. M. Roheson,
Seeretary of the Navy, in his report. for 1872, in the {ol-
lowing remarknble words:  “Theroute of the. proposed
comal, hesides geographical position, should, if possible,
he through a loeality eapable of developing loeal popula-
tion, wealth, trade, and agriculture; for these, in them-
gelves, would be a protectorate and guardian of the grea
work, and would provide suflicient supplics, repairs, and
other necessities to passing navigation, which, in Jocali-
tics less favored or more remote, could only be secured at
great expense and under certain conditions.”

VI
Nicaragua, as everybody knows, possesses, among its
various lakes, two whieli are especially worthy of atten-

tion, viz: Luke Managua and Lake Nienragua, whose
. :

.
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waters could not he better than they are for all the ordi-
nary uses ot life.  The former, which is smaller than the
latter, flows into it throngh the Tipitapa river, and both,

together with that natural eanal, occupy an extent of

nearly two hiandred miles in lenoth. Many never tailing
rivers and streams, which water the vast sides of the great
basin of those lukes, discharge their waters during the
entire year, more of less abundantly, into those himmense
ICECTVOis,

The sinaller lake, which is highly picturesque, and on
the shore of which stands the capital of the Republic, ter-
minates at the north near the Pacitic. A strip of land,
eighteen miles in width, separates it from that ocean.
This circumstance, together with that of its being con-
nected with the great lake by the Tipitapa river, doubt-
less led the illustrions prisoner of Hum to sugeest this
ine as the best for the proposed Nicaragna canal. Now
that the question has heen examined and discussed in all
its bearings; science has demonstrated the superiority of
that other portion of the isthmus, which was selected hy
Colonel Childs as heing the best route, and whicl, in view
of the additional Light which has been thrown upon it hy
the recent expeditions of Commanders Hatficld and Lall,
is the one which decidedly deserven the preference. The
great lake and the Pacific are in such elose proximity to
cach other, in this seetion, that the noise of the waves of
both is oiten heard  at the sawe time.  The shortest dis-
tance between then is not greater than ten miles; and
notwithstanding tlic curves of the Hne now proposed,which
Woninates at the port of Brito, the length of said line
docs not exceed sixteen miles,

I Lake Managan is, for many reasons, deserving of at-

-tention, Lake Nicaragna is infinitely more so.  With a

length of ane hundred and ten, and a breadth of thivey-five
miles. it cannot properly be called a lake; it is really an
inland sea. The great body of water which it pours into
the Atlantic through the San Juan river, and -which is

il B o
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estimated to be thirty times greater than the amount
needed for the purposes of' the canalj its small olevation
above the average level of the two occans (106 feet); the
great relative depth of its woters; the constant breeze
which cools it the fertility, the abundant products, the
population and the continual traflic of its shores; its ex-

cellent ports; its numerous and rich islands, among which =

Ometepe is u real wonder, on account of the majesty of
its cone and the spoutancons growth of its vegetation;
all these inestimable eonditions make that great lake the
true harbor of the canaly where all the squadrons of the
world will at all times be able to find shelter.

VIIL

As a complement of the advantageous circwnstances

which militate in favor of the proposed canal, it i neces-
sary to wive an iden of the total extent of the territory of
Nicaragua, of the population which it'is able to maintain,
and of the desire of its inhabitants to promote inmigra-
tioi,

The Republic embraces a surface of 34,500 square miles
of a soil whose fertility issuch that it could casily support
several millions of inlabitants, One third of thissurfaceis
owned by individuals, and by communuities; the remaining
two thirds are the property of the nation, and arc one of
the sources of income of the public treasury. ;

Trorcigners, as well s natives, can now purchase these
lands at the insignificant rate of from twenty to forty
cents per acre,y according to their quality, and the kind of
wood which they contain; but they may even he obtained
by the former without the payment of any moeney whatever.
The people of Nicaragua, Leing well aware of the advan-
tiges conszequent upen immigration, have tiken various
measures to promote it, wmong which may be men-
tioned the passage of the law of March 10, 1865, in
relution o land-grants, FEven it the Republic had

’
3
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not, on sundry oceasions; furnished incontestable evidence
of its liberality and of its carnest desive to place itself in
contact with the moat advanced civilization, this law

‘alone would be suflicient to prove to the whole world that

gellishuess hias no hold upon the Nicaraguan people,/ The
law in question authorizes the government to grantto any
family (of whatever nationality) coming to the Republic

-with the intention of beconing naturalized, as many as

one hundred and twenty wmenzanns® of public land, such
familics beiug, morcover, entitled to use thg lands of com-
munities on the same terms as natives of the country.
The same law exempts the immigrant for ten years from
manicipal serviee, and from the performance of military
duty. There is no tax on property in Nicaragua.

VTII.

I now pass on brictly to sketeh the distinguishing
characteristics of the proposed Niearagua canal inrelation
to its practicability as regurds the work of the engincer,
and the expectations of the capitalist; since the necessity
of a ship-canal through one of the isthmuses of Awneriea
is a question which no longer admits of debate.

i

It is very noteworthy that throughout the route pro-
posed for the construction of the canal in Nicaragua, the
maximum depth of the cut is so small, that the terrible
bughear of a tunuel is entirely climinated. '

The difliculties and dangers connected with such a
work would Le incaleulable.

The cexceptionally great width and height of such a
subterrancan passage, the'quantity of timber that would
be requirved even to begin the construction of so vast an
arch, the enormous cost of the entire work, and finally,

*The manzana s 'w squire containing macty-1wo yards on ' eich side.
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the damage to whieh it would be liable from the forma-
tion of fissures and from the considerable filtration pro-
dnead by the tropieal rains, are obstacles of such magni-
tude that, were it necessary to overcome them, their in-
flucncee in the seale of probabilities would be  decidedly

~

adverse.
LSRN

That inexhaustible body of wuter, the great lake to
which I have :.llludcd, is no less remarkable, situated, as
it 1%, at the highest point of the ronte, and yet at such an
clevation above the level ot the oceans, that the descent
will be very graduaal.

The supply of water, in all plans for an inter oceanic
cinal to cross the Ameriean continent, has perhaps always
been the most Bimportast. problen, a satisfactory solution
ol which has never been found,  The combinmutions which
have been proposed, in order to supply this great want,
have been very complicated; involving heavy outlays of
money, exhausting the rezources of the engineer, and util-
izingevery available drop of water, to form o reservoir at
best hut seanty and badly sitnated. :

In Niciwngua this work 1= done, and on a grand scale,
as nature alone could have done it. - Not even the slight-
est cffort on the part of the engineer is required there, and
there i3 snflicient water not only Tor one, but for thirty
nals,

Besides, the dimensions of that Jake, and the other ad.
vintages which it possesses, make it, as [ have already
remarked, the true havbor of the canal. - This circume-
stance lessensy very considerably, ‘the importance of the
harbors required by the work, and reduces them, so to
=peak, to mere points of entrance, having the required
width and depth. . On the Atlantie side this fact i3 more
conzpicuons. At a distauce of six miles from the coast,
following the line of the proposed canal, across an alinost

* Jevel section of country, is found Silico lake, which is tho-
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oughly sheltered from the winds, and the waterof which s
drinkable. It has a surface of two square miles, and
depth, at present, of sixteen feet, with a muddy bottom
Not a single lock would be needied between this lake and
the ocean.

XLy

The subject of locks, in the estimates for the great
work, is also one which has perplexed the engineer on all
the isthmuses which have been explored. In some lovgi-
ties, an exorbitant numnber is proposed, thus impeding the
general traflic ; in others, the linaited space in which they
are to be constructed; reguires complieated, expensive, and
probably dangerous combinations.

In Niearagua, the insigniticamt elevation of the great
lake above the level of the oceans, simplifies this problem
amazingly. Searcely ten locks, of a moderate height,
would be required to effeet the amscent or descent of one
hundred and six feet, which iz the diflerence between the
highest and the lowest part of the canal. Another very
favorable circmnstance for these locks is that they can
be located on a right line, in advantageous situations,
and at great distances apart, the difiiculties being thas

avoided which would natur: Jly arise from the clo;c prox-
imity of such works.

XII.

The prevailing winds are alco of capital importanee «»

regards the canal.  Science will one day, perhaps, inve .5

some means of locomotion as rapid as steam,and as cheap
as sails, which will almost newtralize this linportance.
Meanwhile, we caunot overlook the advantages which
that clement oiters to the immense tratlic in productions
of prime necessity. .

Calms, which are often &0 detrimental to the progress

+ of sailing vessels, ure unknown en thé coast of Nicarugua
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—a very different state of things from that which is ob-
served on some of the neighboring coasts.  In the Pa-
cifie, from the Gulf of Fonscea to Salinas Bay, aud in the
Atlantie, from Cape Gracias to the mouth of the San
Juan, the winds never cease to blow. A\ vessel could en-
ter and leave the canal in those regions at any season of

of culins,

The sugacity of the speculator and the intelligeut
cye of the navigator eaunot regard so notable an advan-
1:‘1§qe with indifference.

NIIL

The canal via Nicaragua has, among its many other ad-
vantages, some of which I have mentioned, the no less
mportant one of short distances, which o sensibly atlects
the intevests of North Ameriea especially.

[t is well known that the commerce of South America
is carried on muinly with Europe and the United States,
and to the nations of that part of the globe it i3 almost
amatter of indifference whether their vessels pass through
the Tsthmus of Darien, Nicaragua or Tehuantepee.  They
can have no very marked preference dor any one of these
rontes.  This isnot the case with the northern portion of
the continent, on whose P'acific coast there is so ardent 2
desire for rapid connnunieation with that of the Atlantie.

The Isthmus of Tehuantepee, so far as distance is con-
cerned, possesses, perhaps, the most favorable conditions

for those regions; but the plan of uniting the two oceans .

through this isthmus has been abandoned.  Its impracti-
cability is too notcrious; and, it being Jaid aside, the Nic-
aragua canal will offer the most speedy communication
to the entire population of North Ameriea.

Compraring this route with that via the Isthmus of Da-
rien, we find that, for a vessel sailing from any point on
the Pacific coast north of Niearagun, and bound to any
point on the Atlaptic coust north of that Republie, the

8,
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voyage by the former route will he at least eight hun-
dred milesshorter. The distanee thas cconomized repro-
sents an average saving of four days, with a corvezpond-
ing avoldanceof visks aud expense,

Althongh the liberal charneter -of the people of the
United States leaves no ground for the supposition that
thcy tuke so deepan interest i the sccomplishment of
this enterprise from merely selfish motives, it is very nat.
ural that the interests of their eommeree should excrcise
a controlling intlvence upon their choice, and that they
should prefer the route best ealeulated to promote those
interests. g ! ; .

[migration and railroads are developing the produc-
tion of this country so prodigiously, and its coustwise
traflic is g0 considerable, that the necessity is felt of giving
to this great movement a wider ficld, by laying open to
it a broad navigable channcl acroass the continent.

X1Y.

It remains for me to give some idenaof the cost of the
work, agd of the relation which such cost wonld bear to
the benefits to be derived from it.  In so doing, T shall
base my statcments upon the estimates made by the most
recent expeditions which have explored the Isthimus of
Nicaragua, and apon some abridgad statisties of the cot-
merce of certain purts of the world.

~The important labors of the expeditions referred to,
which were organized by the Government of the United
States, were performed with the most scrnpulous care.

~The high character of the gentfewnen who composed them

is a guarantee of the rcliability of their assertions.

The entire length of the projpased canal, from ocean to
ocea, is one hundred aud cighty-one miles. It is in-
tended that it shall be one humdred and fitty feet wide,
and twenty-six deep.  Deducting from the above length
fifty-seven miles of sailing through the lake; and sixty-

I
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three through the San Juan river, there remain but sixty-
one miles of canal, properly ro called.  The averige
depth of the cut between the lake and the Pacifie will be
thirty feet ; between the Like aud the Atlantie it will be
one foot and seven tenths,

The construction of the work requiring neither a tun-
nel nor the formation of a dep(mt of water, the length
cof the purely artiticial canal being so limited, and con- -
stdering the small nminber of locks, thecost of proving
ports, and of aceessory labor of less hmportance that will
be required, L think I hazard nothing in saying that
the estimate of $65,000,000 made by these cxpuhhons as

the total cost, is a close approximation to the trath,

This outlay, which is by no means exorbitant for an
enterprise of snch transcendent inportance, will be di-
minished to the amount of ceveral millions by a more de-
tailed location of the proposed line, by the value of the
lands which  Nicaragua has always been disposed to
grant in favor of the canal, with the mines and other
natural wealth which they contain, and by the sums
with whicli she would now aid the immediate improve-
ment of 11.1\\nr wion o the San Juan river, .

At such small cost, the undertaking must be a finan-
cial suecess,

Iiven supposing the amount required to be double the
above estimate, the commerce of the world would insure
a4 remunerative interest.  The Suez canal, the cost of
which cannot be placed at Jess than $100,000,000, whose
suceess was o long a matter of dispute, and whose impor-
tance will undoubtedly always be inferior to that of the
American canaly is now an enterprize whose future sue-
cess 1s assured.

The distinguished Professor J. E. Nourse, of the United
States Naval Observatory, in his ]‘.nnphh:t published in
1870, in relation to the Ruez canal, says, in cmnlmring it
with the Ameriean one:

“The probabilities are that a canal here would even far

7
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“surpass in value that of Suez. It will be not for South-
“crn Europe ouly, or for Asia, or coast-bound Afriea only;
“but for the world’s trade.” o adds that if the isthiuos
of Suez is the contre of the old continent, the other is
“the centre of the great ocean, the Atlantic-Pacific; of
“the water as well as of the Landd of our globe.”

Speaking of the revenue of the Sucy, canal, he says:
“Within the past twenty years the steun marine of Eng-
“land has fuereased 417 per cent. ; that of Franee 613 per

“eent. 5 and that of Austrin 637 Jer eent.

“The commercial returns of exports and imports for the
“Chinese Empire for the year 1855 were 281,000,000
“francs; for the year 1868 they were 1,120,000,000 franes,

“The number of vessels entered and cleared in 1865 was
“1,527, tounage 520,202 4nd iy 1868 was 14,075, tonnage
%6,318,50:,

“The Suez Canal Company, taking as their hase the
“annual tonage of Liverpool at six millions, Murscilles
“at five, and the trade around the Pardanclles and Black
“soa ab six- millions, expect six willions as the miningun,
“through the eanal, and o gross peecipt of 60,000,000
“franes.”

Admitting these data, and in view of the suecess of {he
Suez canal, the approximale cost of that of Niearagua
being known, together with the superiority of its impor-
tauce to that of the former, and not forgetting that the
increase of trade is ahways in a direct ratio to the greater
or less fucility of (:nmmlmic;t(.inn, we ciannol, h(-hu\"u that
the accomplishment of the Project of an Amerieay inter.
oceanie canal s longer to he delayed,

. EMILIO BENARD,

WasniNeroN, June 20, 1374,

! _ i
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DOCUMENTS,

Ministry or Forria® REnartioxs,
3 Covavaaua, pril 16, 1874,
v iy Lee el[fnm/ the lluuvlfr of Foreiyn Relutions
of the Republic of Nicuragua.
Sik [ have had the honor to reecive yonr note, in which you w
pleased to inform this Government that the United States steam
strettysburg” ancliored in the bay of San Juan del Norte on the §
ultinmo, having on board a new expedition commissioned to explo
the istlunus of Niearagua, and composed of distinguished Amerie
civil engineers, sent by the seicutific commission at Washington for t
express purpose of deeiding npon the ronte to be selected for the gre
work of the interoceanie canal, stating that, .:u‘.(:nnlin;; to all thei
fornudion received by you, the decision of the expedition would be i
favor of Niearagna, and,. in conclusion, urging the government
Honduras to instruet its representative at Washington to use his be
elforts to bring about such a solation of this fmportant question
should he favorable to the interests of Central Ameriea.
The Citizen President, to whom I have communieated the conten
of your aforesiaid note, has insteneted e to assare the government
Nicaragua of the very deep interest which is felt by the governmer
and people of - Honduras in the wecomplishment of that greatest an
mast impartant work of the age, wlieh will at once changoe the face ¢
Central America. Althongh Hondneas has, as yet, no representativ
at Washington, it will make a point of accrediting an envoy extraor
dinavy, if the government. of Niearagua shall think proper, to the en
that the guestion of the canal may he settled in amanner caleulated
promote the interests off Central America. ' !
With the highest consideration, T have the honor to be
Your excelleney's very obedient servant,

1Signed) ADOLKFO ZUNIGA.
: X ST
MINisTiRy or FoREIGN RELATIONS O THE

HEPURLIC 0F SALVADOR,
SAX Sanvavox, Apiil 8, INT4,

Lo the Minister of I‘:m‘:gn RRelations of Nicarcgua:
Sz have received your exeelleney’s estecmed note of the 200 ultin
whereby you weie pleased to inform my Government that the Unite
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States steamor Geltysbure anchored in the bay of San Ju:ut del
Norte on the Tthuli., having on board & new expedition commis-
sionud to explore the isthmus of Niearagit, which, after ascertuining
certain faets, is o join another oxpedition under the command of
Capt. Selfvidge, the latter being nwnder opders to re-examine the
Atrato Napipi voute, across the isthmus of Darien.

His excelleney the President, to whom T have commuuieated the
contents of your exeellency’s note, has divectod me to say to you, in
reply, that he is mueh gratiticd at the aevival of these expeditions, and
that he earnestly hopes that theiv reports imay induee the commission
at Washington to decide in fuvor of the route via Nicaragua,

As your excellency is well aware, such a decision would he Lighty
favorable to the interests of Central Americas instructions ave therciore

" this day comnmnicated to the Minister of Salvador at Washington, to

aet, in this matter, entirely in harmony” with the representative of
- your Government.
With the highest consideration, I have the hionor to subsceribe my-
self, ;
Your very obedient and faithful seevant,
[ Signed) : M. BRIOSO,

. —

DeErParTMENT 0 FoREIGN RELATIONS 0F GUATEMALA.
GuaTemana, Apeil 16, ISTL

Sin: T have this day addressed the Licentinte Don Vieente Davdon,
Minister Plenipotentiavy and Envoy Extraordivary of this Republic in
North Ameriea, sending him acopy of the esteemed note of your
Deprrtment, dated the 2830 nlthmo, and instracting him to do all in his
power in favor of the Nicarngua canal, in conjunction with the eepre-
sentative of your country.

In having the honor to state this to your excellency for the inform:-
tion of the Chiel Magistrate of your Hepublie, Tam happy to subgeribe
myself, . )

Your obedient and faithful servant,
(Signed) MARCO AL SOTO.

Lo the Minister of Forcign Relations at Niewragun.
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